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Annotation. [ntroduction. This article analyzes the illustrative representation evolution of the economy in school
textbooks on the modern history of Kazakhstan, published from the mid-20th century to the present. The
relevance of this topic is determined by the fact that visual images in educational history literature are an
important tool for shaping the historical consciousness of the younger generation. Objectives. This article analyzes
the specific use of visual materials and the dynamics of changes in the symbolism and narratives of economic
history in official educational publications on the modern history of Kazakhstan from 1959 to 2025. The
objectives included systematizing all types of images in educational publications during the Soviet era and since
independence, and conducting a comparative analysis based on the quantitative and qualitative characteristics of
the content of narratives in the economic history of modern Kazakhstan. Materials and Methods. The authors
identified and analyzed all illustrative material in textbooks on the modern history of Kazakhstan, recommended
for the national school system. A range of interdisciplinary methods for analyzing visual sources was used to
conduct the study. A comparative historical method was used to compare the illustrative content of Soviet-era
textbooks with modern textbooks. Quantitative content analysis was employed to systematize and quantify the
frequency of images related to various economic activities of the population of Kazakhstan (18th — early 20th
centuries). Qualitative content analysis, enhanced by elements of the deconstruction method, aimed to identify
hidden ideological characteristics and binary oppositions, such as «tradition/modernity». Finally, the authors
analyzed the arrangement of illustrations within the main educational material, assessing the methodological and
semantic functions of visual components. Results. Quantitative and qualitative analysis reveals that illustrations
related to industry were a dominant theme in textbooks of both the Soviet and modern periods. The visual
presence of traditional economics on the pages of textbooks has sharply declined, as during the Soviet period, it
was used to demonstrate backwardness as opposed to modernization. Moreover, in the post-Soviet period, there
has been a significant increase in illustrations dedicated to trade and a slight increase in the representation of
crafts, indicating a renewed interest in traditional forms of production as elements of national heritage.
Conclusion. It has been established that modern textbooks risk reducing visual sources to illustrative supplements
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rather than tools for developing critical thinking. In the context of digitalization, the successful implementation of
AR technologies in the educational process can transform visual material into an interactive environment, but this
must be accompanied by the development of visual literacy and scientific verification of the illustrations used.
Keywords: visual symbolism, economic history, modern history of Kazakhstan, history textbook, visual sources,
digitalization, historical education.
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05-04/250 dated April 3, 2025) «Possibilities and prospects of VR/AR technology in transforming historical
education in the 21st century»

For citation: Dalayeva T.T., Idrissova A.M. «Visual symbolism of economic history in textbooks on the modern
history of Kazakhstan (Second Half of the 20th — Early 21st Centuries) // Otan Tarihy. 2025. Vol. 28. Ne 4. Pp.
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Annarna. Kipicne. Makana XX rachIpIiblH OpPTAachlHAH Ka3ipri Ke3eHIe JIeHiH kapbhlK kepreH KazakcTaHHBIH
JKaHA Tapuxbl OOWBIHIA MEKTENl OKYJBIKTApPBIHIAFhl YKOHOMHKA SBONIONMSICHIH HWILTIOCTPAIUSUIBIK TYPFBIIA
OeitHeneyi Tanmayra apHasFaH. ¥ ChIHBUIBIT OTBIPFaH TaKBIPBIITHIH ©3EKTLIIr Tapuxu OuTiM Gepyaeri BU3yaapl
OclHeNep/iH Kac YPIAKTBIH TapUXH CaHACBIH KAJIBINTACTHIPYJIAFbl MaHBI3AbI Kypalibl OOJBINT TaOBUTyBIMEH
aikpiHMananel. Maxcamol men minoemmepi. Makanana 1959-2025 xeunapaarel KasakcTaHHBIH jkaHa TapuXbl
OOMBIHIIIA PECMH OKY 0aChUIBIMAAPBIHIAFbl SKOHOMUKAJIBIK TAPUXTHIH CHMBOJIMKACHI MEH CHOXKETTEPIHIH ©3repy
JIMHAMHMKAChl MEH BU3yalJbl MaTepHajap/bl MaiijlajlaHy epeKINeNiri KapacThlpburaH. MiHaeTTepre KeHec
noyipinzeri >xoHe Toyenci3mik Ke3eHiHIeTi OKy OachUIbIMAAphIHAA Ke3leceTiH Oapiblk OeiiHenep TypiepiH
Kyteney, coHmaii-ak KazakcTaHHBIH jkKaHa JOYyipiHIETI SKOHOMUKAJBIK TapHUXbl CIOXKETTEPIHIH Ma3MYHBIHBIH
CaH/IBIK JKOHE CalaIbIK CHIaTTamanapbl HETi3iHAe CalbICTHIPMAIIBl Tajaay JKYprisy Kipmi. Mamepuandap men
adicmep. ABtopnap pecryOirka MeKTenTepiHiH OiniM Oepy KyieciHae ychiHbUFaH Ka3akcTaHHBIH KaHa 3aMaH
TapuXbl OOWBIHINA OKYJIBIKTAPIAFkl OAPIBIK WILTFOCTPAIMSIIBIK MaTepHaIapabl TaIaa bl 3epTrey OaphIChIHIA
BH3YaJZIBI  JIEPEKKO3ACPIi TalAayablH ITIOHAPANBIK OHICTEp KeIIeHI KOMMAaHbUIIsL. KeHecTiK Ke3eHmeri
OKYJBIKTapIaFbl WILTFOCTPALUSUIBIK, KATap/IblH Ma3MYHBIH 3aMaHayd OKy OachUIBIMIAPBIMEH CaJbICTHIPY YIIIH
CAITBICTBIPMAJIBI-TApUXU  oftic KonmaHpuibl. CaHpplk KoHTeHT-Taimmay XVII-XX racelpapiH OachiHIAFBI
Kazakcran XaJKBIHBIH SKOHOMHUKAIIBIK KBISMETIH OCHHETICHUTIH CypeTTepIiH TaKBIPBHIITHIK JKUUITIH KyHeney
JKOHE €CeNKe aly MaKCaThlHAa MaigaiaHblibel. JIEKOHCTPYKIMSA OMICIHIH 3JIEMEHTTEPIMEH TOJIBIKThIPFaH
canayiblK KOHTEHT-TAINAY «ICTYPIIi/MOIEPH»CUSIKTBI JKAChIPBIH WICONOTHSUIBIK CHUTIaTTaMaiap MeH OWHApPIIBIK
OIMO3UIMSIIAPbl aHBIKTayFa OarbITTanubl. COHBIHAA aBTOpIApP HETI3ri OKy MarepHajbIHBIH Ma3MYHBIMEH
OaiinaHpicTa OSpUIreH WIUIFOCTPALMSIAPIBIH OpHAJIACYbIH TaJljIall, BH3YasJbl KOMIIOHEHTTEPIIH SHiCTEMENIK
JKOHE MAarbIHANBIK KbI3METiH Oarananbl. Homuoicenep. CaHNIBIK XOHE CalaliblK TaJdy ©HEPKICITKE KATBICTBI
WLTFOCTpAIsIIap KEHECTIK KaHe Ka3ipri Ke3eH OKYJIBIKTapbIH/Ia 0achIM TaKbIPBII OONFaHbIH KepcerTi. acTypri
apyaIibUTGIKTEIH B3yl KOPIHICI OKYIBIK OSTTepiHAe aWTapibIKTai a3aiiraH, ce06edi KeHECTIK Ke3eHJIe Ol
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MOJICPHHU3AIIMAFa KAapChl apTTa KaJFaHIBITHIH Oenrici peTiHre ychiHbUFaH. COHBIMEH Karap, MOCTKEHECTIK
Ke3eH/e cayla TaKbIPbIObIHA apHaJFaH WLIIOCTPALMsUIApABbIH alTapibIKTail apTysl MEH KolleHep OeliHenepaiH
Oipmama ecyi Oabkanmel. bynm mocTypmi eHpipic TyprepiHe YATTBIK Mypa 3JEMEHTTepl peTiHie >KaHa
KBI3BIFYIITBUIBIKTHIH Tai1a OOFaHbIH aHFapaabl. Kopoimoinosl. Kazipri OKyIbIKTapaa BU3yalabl TePeKKO3ICPIiH
CBIHHU OMJIayJIbl KAJIBITACTHIPY KYpalibl eMeC, TeK WLTFOCTPAIMSUTBIK TONBIKTBIPY PETiH/Ie KOJIAHIBLUTY Kaymi 6ap
eKeHi aHpIkTanabl. Lludpnangpipy xarnaiisiHna AR TeXHOIOTHsIIApBIH OKY MPOLECIHE THIMII €HT13y BH3Yyalbl
MaTepHaImbl WMHTEPAKTHBTI OpTaFa aWHAIIBIpyFa MYMKIHIOIK Oepemi, amaiiga Oy yhepic BH3yasIbl
CayaTThUIBIKTBI JAMBITY JKOHE TIaiIallaHbUIATBIH WIUTFOCTPAIMSIIAP/IBIH FHUIBIME TYPFBIIAH TEKCepUTyIMEH Kartap
KYpYi Kepex.

Kint ce3mep: Bu3yanapl CUMBOJINM3M, SKOHOMHKAIBIK Tapux, Ka3akCTaHHBIH jkaHa 3aMaH TapHXbl, TapHX
OKYJIBIFBI, BU3YAJIBI IEpEKKo3ep, MU(PIaHIbIPY, TApUXH OLTiM Oepy.

Aarpic  aity: Kympeic «XXI Facelparel Tapuxu Oimim  Oepy Tpancopmanmsinaynarsl VR/AR
TEXHOJIOTHSCBHIHBIH MYMKiHIIKTepi MeH nepcnextusaitapsdy (03.04.2025 x. No 05-04/250 mapt) Abaii aTeiHIaFbI
Kazak yiTThIK Iearornkaisik yHUBEPCUTETIHIH KapKbUIBIK KOJIAAaybIMEH OPBIHIAIIBL.
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AnHoTammsA. Bsedenue. CraThs TOCBSIEHA aHANM3Y WUIIOCTPATHBHON pPENPE3CHTAIIMN Pa3BUTHS
SKOHOMHMKH B UIKOJBHBIX ydeOHMKax MO HOBOH uctopuu KaszaxcraHa, omyOJMKOBaHHBIX B TEPUOI C
cepequHbl XX BeKa 10 COBPEMEHHOCTH. AKTYaJbHOCTh MpEIUIaracMoil TEMbI ONpENeNSeTCS TEeM, YTO
BH3yaJbHbIE 00pa3sl B Yy4eOHOW WCTOPHYECKOW JHTEpaType SBIAIOTCA BaXXHBIM HHCTPYMEHTOM
(GbopMHUpPOBaHHS HCTOPHUUYECKOTO CO3HAHHS IOJPACTAIOIIEro MokoyeHus. [lenv u 3adayu. B crarbe
[poaHaIM3UPOBaHa cleu(uKa HCHONb30BAaHUS BH3YQJIBHBIX MaTEpUAlOB M JUHAMUKA HW3MEHEHUH
CHUMBOJIMKH ¥ CIO)KETOB KOHOMHYECKOW MCTOPUH B O(HUIIMANBHBIX yU4eOHBIX M3IaHUSIX 1O HOBOW HCTOPUH
Kazaxcrana 3a 1959-2025 rr. 3agaun BKJIIOYANd CUCTEMAaTH3aLMIO BCEX THUIOB M300paKEHHH B y4eOHBIX
U3JJAaHUSAX B COBETCKOE BpEMs M B IEPHOJ HE3aBUCUMOCTH, MX CPaBHHUTEIILHBIA aHajiW3 Ha OCHOBE
KOJIMYECTBEHHBIX W KA4eCTBEHHBIX XapaKTEPUCTHUK COJEP)KAHUS CIOKETOB HSKOHOMHYECKOH HCTOPUH
Kazaxcrana HoOBoro BpeMeHU. Mamepuansi u MmemooOvi. ABTOpaMH OBIT BBIIBICH W H3YYeH BECh
HHHIOCTpaTHBHBIﬁ Mmarcpuail B y‘Ie6HI/IKaX 110 HOBOM HUCTOpHHU Ka3aXCTaHa, PEKOMEHAOBAHHBIX B CUCTCME
IIKOJIFHOTO 00pa3oBaHusl pecnyOnuku. s TpoBeneHMs HCCleOoBaHUS ObUI NMPUMEHEH KOMILIEKC
MEKINCIUIUTMHAPHBIX METONOB aHAIN3a BH3YalbHBIX HMCTOYHHKOB. lcronp3oBancs CcpaBHUTENBHO-
I/ICTopI/I‘{eCKI/Iﬁ MCTOJ IJid COIIOCTAaBJICHUA COLCPIKaHUA WIUIIOCTPATUBHOTO pslia B y‘-Ie6HI/IKaX COBETCKOI'O
nepuoja ¢ COBPEMEHHBIMH Y4eOHBIMU M3AaHUSMH. KOmMuecTBeHHBI KOHTEHT-aHaJIW3 ObLI HMCIONBb30BaH
JUISL CHCTeMAaTH3allid W TOJCYETa YaCTOTHOCTH HM300pa)KCHUH, OTHOCSIIUXCS K PasIUYHBIM CHOYKETaM
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9KOHOMHUYECKOH nesTenbHocTH Hacenenus Kazaxcrana (XVIII — navano XX BB.). KauecTBeHHBII KOHTEHT-
aHanM3, YCWJICHHBIH 3JIeMEHTaMH METola ACKOHCTPYKLUHUH, OBbUI HAampaBiICH Ha BBIABICHHE CKPBITHIX
UACOJIOTHUECKUX XapaKTepPUCTUK M OWHApHBIX OMIIO3MLMH, TaKMX Kak «Tpagunus/monepH». Hakowern,
aBTOPbl OCYLIECTBWJIM AHAIU3 PACHOJIOXKCHUS WIIIOCTPALUil C COIEp)KaHHEM OCHOBHOTO y4eOHOro
MaTepurana, OleHHBasi METOJNYECKYI0 U CMBICIOBYIO (DYHKIIHIO BHU3YaJbHBIX KOMIIOHEHTOB. Pe3yibmameoi.
KonuuecTBeHHBII W KayecTBEHHBIM aHaNU3  IOKa3blBaeT, YTO WIUIIOCTPAI[MHM, CBS3aHHBIE C
IIPOMBIIITIEHHOCTBIO, SIBJISUINCH TOMUHHUPYIOLIEH TeMOH B yuyeOHMKaX Kak COBETCKOI'O, TaK U COBPEMEHHOTO
nepuosoB. BuiyanbHOE TNPHUCYTCTBHE TPAIWIIMOHHOTO XO3SHCTBA Ha CTpaHUIAX YyYEOHHKOB pPeE3KO
COKpAaTWJIOCh, MOCKOJBKY B COBETCKHI MEpHOJ OHO HCHOIb30BAIOCh JUIS JEMOHCTpPAIMM OTCTAJOCTH B
MPOTUBOBEC MoJepHU3alMu. lIpm 3TOM B IMOCTCOBETCKH MEpuo] HAaOMI0aeTcsl 3HAYUTEIBbHBIH POCT
WIJTIOCTPaLUi, NOCBAIIEHHBIX TOProBje, U HEOONBIION POCT PENpe3eHTAlUH PEMECIIa, YTO yKa3bIBAaeT Ha
HOBBII HMHTEpeC K TPaJAWLHOHHBIM (OopMaM MPOU3BOJACTBA KaK 3JI€MEHTaM HAIMOHAJIbHOTO Hacienus.
3akniouenue. YCTaHOBIEHO, YTO COBPEMEHHBIE YYEOHHKHM PHCKYIOT CBECTH BH3YalbHbIE HCTOYHUKH K
WITIOCTPAaTUBHOMY AOIOJHEHHIO, a HE HMHCTPYMEHTY Al (OPMHPOBAHMS KPUTHYECKOrO MblIIeHus. B
KOHTEKCTe NU(POBH3AINN yCTIENTHOE BHeApeHne AR-TexHomornii B y4eOHbBIN MpoIecc MOKET MPEBPATUTH
BHU3YyaJbHBIII MaTepuanl B MHTEPAaKTHBHYIO Cpely, OJHAKO OHO JOJDKHO COIPOBOXAATHCA pa3BUTHUEM
BH3yaJIbHOH TPaMOTHOCTH M HAYYHOW BepH(PHKaIeli NCIOIb3YEeMbIX HILTFOCTPAIINH.

KiroueBble ci10Ba: BU3yanbHas CHMBOJINKA, JKOHOMHUYECKask HCTOPHs, HOBas ucropus Kazaxcrana, yaeOHUK
10 UCTOPUH, BU3yaJIbHbIC HCTOUHUKH, IUPPOBHU3ALINS, HCTOpUUYECKOE 00Opa3oBaHHUE.

Baaropapaocrs. PaGota BbeimmonHeHa Tpu  (QuHAHCOBOM —mojnepikke Kasaxckoro  HalMOHAIBHOTO
ITeAarorndeckoro yaueepcutera mMeHn Abas (mpukaz No 05-04/250 ot 03.04.2025 r.) «Bo3MOXXHOCTH U
nepcrekTHBHI puMeHeHnss VR/AR texHosoruii B Tpancdopmanyu ucropmdeckoro oopasoBanus B X X1 Bexey.
Jast nutupoBanus: Janaesa T.T., Uapucosa A.M. BusyanbHas CHMBOJIMKa SKOHOMHYECKOH HCTOPUH B
yueOHMKax 110 HOoBOH mcTopuHu Kazaxcrana (BTopas mojoBuHa XX — Hadayio XXI BB.): BIUSHHE UACOIOTHH
u mudposuzanun / Otan tapuxel. 2025. T. 28. Ne 4. C. 1063—-1079. [Ha aHrIHANACKOM].

DOI: 10.51943/2788-9718 2025 28 4 1063-1079

Introduction. Visual historical sources play a vital role in narrative formation, both in scholarly
research and in history education. Images serve not only illustrative but also semantic functions. However,
despite growing interest, school textbooks on the history of Kazakhstan remain largely unanalyzed for their
visual content.

The purpose of this article is to identify strategies for visually constructing economic history in school
textbooks on the modern history of Kazakhstan. The economic history of Kazakhstan from the late 18th to
early 20th centuries is characterized by the profound transformation of the traditional nomadic way of life
under the influence of the administrative reforms of the Russian Empire. However, the visual representation
of these processes in school textbooks is often fragmented and ideological. This creates a methodological
and substantive challenge: how to reflect complex economic evolution through visual means without
reducing meaning to simple illustrations?

The novelty of the study lies in the fact that the representation of economic history is analyzed not in
the textual, but in the illustrative component of the textbook. This provides an opportunity to look anew at
the conceptual and semantic framework of the textbook as a means of polycode communication, where
meaning is created through a combination of text, images and symbolic codes. This term was introduced by
G. Eiger in the 1970s, implying that «polycode texts in a broad semiotic sense should include cases of
combining a natural language code with the code of some other semiotic system (image, music, etc)»
[Novospasskaya, Dugalich, 2022: 300].

Materials and methods. The materials for this study were illustrations from 28 school textbooks on
the modern history of Kazakhstan (grades 7-8), published between 1959 and 2025. The analysis examines
illustrative material (photographs, drawings, maps, diagrams, QR codes) from textbooks on the modern
history of Kazakhstan, published in the second half of the 20th and early 21st centuries, to trace the
dynamics and characteristics of the visual narrative associated with economic history. The selection of the
period «Modern history of Kazakhstany is justified by the fact that the chronological period from the 18th to
the early 20th centuries provides the opportunity to use a diverse, verified base of visual sources, such as
archival photographs (starting from the second half of the 19th century), maps, artistic and documentary
materials from eyewitnesses (N. Khludov, T. Shevchenko, Ch. Valikhanov), etc. This allows us to trace the
evolution of the visual narrative on the history of modern times in school textbooks in Kazakhstan.
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Importantly, the textbook visuals have evolved from static printed images to dynamic digital content
accessible to students via QR codes on personal devices.

Corpus of textbooks «Qazaq SSR tarihy»: a series of textbooks on the history of Kazakhstan by E.
Bekmakhanov for grades 8—9 (1959,1961), (further-Bekmakhanov, 1959, 1961) [Bekmakhanov, 1959,
1961] and for grades 7—S8 (1962—1971), (further-Bekmakhanov, 1962-1970) [Bekmakhanov, 1962-1970].
Since 1971 till 1981 textbooks were written by E.Bekmakhanov and N. Bekmakhanova (further-
Bekmakhanov, Bekmakhanova, 1971-1981) [Bekmakhanov, Bekmakhanova,1971-1981].

Since 1992, these are already textbooks on the history of Kazakhstan - textbook 1992 - 176 p. (further
- Babaev, 1992) [Babaev, 1992], textbook publisher «Mektep», 2004 - 248 p., (further - Kasymbaev, 2004)
[Kasymbaev, 2004]. textbook publishing house «Mektep», 2012 - 256 p. (further - Kasymbaev, 2012)
[Kasymbaev, 2012], textbook publishing house «Atamura», 2012. - 328 p. (further - Kabuldinov, 2012)
[Kabuldinov, Kaiypbaeva, 2012], textbook publishing house «Mektep», 2018 - 184 p. (further—Omarbekov,
2018) [Omarbekov et al., 2018], textbook, Atamura publishing house, 2018. - 208 p. (Kabuldinov, 2018)
[Kabuldinov et al., 2018], Mektep publishing house, 2025 - 192 p. (further—Omarbekov, 2025) [Omarbekov
et al., 2025], Atamura Publishing house, 2025 — 224 p. (further—Kabuldinov, 2025) [Kabuldinov et al.,
2025].

The lower limit of the sample was determined by 1959, when, in accordance with the resolution of the
Central Committee of the CPSU and the Council of Ministers of the USSR of October 8, 1959, the mass
teaching of the history of Kazakhstan in comprehensive schools as an applied course to the history of the
USSR began [AP RK. F.708 In.6. C.702 P.8]. The upper limit was determined by 2025, when the most
recent textbooks on the modern history of Kazakhstan, recommended by the Ministry of Education of the
Republic of Kazakhstan for teaching in the 2025-2026 academic year, were published. The first 4 paragraphs
of the 8th grade textbook by K. Uskembayev (1900—1945) are devoted to the modern history of Kazakhstan
(4 illustrations on economic history), but there is no update of the illustrative material.

The corpus of selected educational literature conventionally covers three main stages of the
development of school textbooks:

1.Soviet period (1959-1981) — textbooks edited by E. Bekmakhanov, and later by his daughter N.
Bekmakhanova.

2.The transition period (1990s) is represented in this study by one textbook by D. Babaev.

3.The modern stage (2000-2025) — textbooks edited by Zh. Kasymbaev, Z. Kabuldinov, T.
Omarbekov.

It should be noted that when compiling the study corpus, textbook reprints that contained unchanged
visuals were grouped and considered as single analytical units, while supplemented and revised versions
were considered separately. This eliminated duplication and maintained the representativeness of the sample.
The analysis is based on illustrations from the aforementioned textbooks that reflect economic issues-maps
(trade, transportation), engravings and paintings (traditional Kazakh economy), and photographs (traditional
Kazakh economy, cities and their infrastructure, fairs). These serve as a source for the textbook's visual
narrative.

The study utilized content analysis. The first stage involved a quantitative analysis, which involved
counting the total number of illustrations in each textbook, as well as images illustrating economic history. In
the second stage, the illustrative material on the economic history of Kazakhstan was subjected to a
qualitative analysis using elements of a deconstructive approach (J.Derrida, R.Barthes), specifically with the
aim of identifying hidden ideological assumptions, binary oppositions, and «marginal meanings» that
visually justify the transition from tradition to modernity under the colonial subjugation of the Steppe by the
Russian Empire. The qualitative analysis utilized an image interpretation method, aimed at analyzing the
context of illustration use in sections on economic history. The primary goal of the analysis was to answer
the question: How does the information presented in the image (illustration) relate to the textbook text and
the historical context? We also employed a comparative historical method to identify similarities and
differences in the visual narratives of textbooks published in different years.

The application of these methods of analysis made it possible to characterize the visual symbolism of
illustrative materials on the economic history of Kazakhstan in modern times in educational publications of
the second half of the 20th — early 21st centuries.

Discussion. In recent years, international historiography has seen a growing interest in analyzing
visual material in history textbooks. Research from various countries clearly demonstrates that illustrations
in textbooks are often used formally and require a pedagogical rethink, emphasizing the semantic meaning of
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the images. For example, Gokalp A., Ding E. examined the relationship between the visual and textual
components in contemporary Turkish history textbooks for grades 9—11. The authors concluded that, despite
the publications being richly illustrated, most visual components are poorly connected to the text [Gokalp,
Ding, 2022]. M. Gabowitsch, analyzing 450 history textbooks from the former Soviet Union, namely images
of monuments covering the period of World War II, suggests moving away from simply perceiving images
as a supplement to the text and studying them as an independent component of the visual grammar of
textbooks. Using the concept of «recognition» he shows how images of monuments shape students' sense of
belonging to a particular visual tradition, rather than critical understanding [Gabowitsch, 2023]. M. Kose
highlights gender inequality in the visual content of Turkish 9th-grade history textbooks. Women are
underrepresented, abstract, unrecognizable, and unrelated to specific historical figures, thus failing to
visually reflect women's history [Kose, 2023].

In Russian historiography, researchers have focused on the typology and functions of visual sources in
educational literature. L. Aleksashkina and N. Vorozheykina propose their own classification of actions with
visual sources-from the description of monuments to the use of source information in creative works
[Aleksashkina, Vorozheykina, 2018]. L. Belgorodskaya et al. alanalyzed the specifics of visualization of
various periods of Russian history in university textbooks and proposed a model for the scholarly attribution,
description, and analysis of visual sources. These studies demonstrate that the textbook's visual narrative is
considered an independent source but requires methodological consideration [Belgorodskaya et al., 2024].

In Kazakhstani historiography, most of the works by researchers analyze the textual component of the
textbook. The main themes are the evolution of the content after gaining Independence [Dukeyev, 2021],
patriotism and national identity [Klyuchareva, 2022], and methodological aspects of compiling school
textbooks [Zueva, Nurligenova, 2016].

There are no direct studies on the visual construction of economic history specifically in textbooks on
the modern history of Kazakhstan. B. Kaliyeva characterizes the visual materials in history textbooks from
the 1940s to the 1970s [Kaliyeva, 2023]. Most Kazakhstani studies of school history textbooks in
Kazakhstan are devoted to analyzing the textual component.

Special attention should be given to the large body of research by historians on the economic history
of Kazakhstan in modern times. Key topics covered by these researchers include the crisis of nomadic
pastoralism, the development of capitalist relations, the development of industry, the formation of the
working class, and others. Visual sources of the modern Kazakhstan and contemporary interpretation were
the subject of study in the publication of Kazakhstan’s researchers like G. Sultangalieva [Sultangalieva,
2022], Zh. Nurbayev, S.Kishibayeva and G.Sultangazy [Nurbayev et al., 2023], N. Amanzholova, A.
Oskembay and K. Tergembay [Amanzholova et al., 2025]. A more detailed analysis of these publications
requires a separate study, but this article focuses on the examination and interpretation of visual texts from
textbooks on the economic history of Kazakhstan in the 19th and early 20th centuries.

Thus, during the period under review, the economy in Kazakhstan represented a complex and multi-
layered system, in which the traditional nomadic way of life coexisted with elements of a market, sedentary,
and bureaucratically regulated economy. These transformations required an appropriate visual representation
of economic processes in educational literature.

Results. The first stage of the quantitative content analysis was to count the total number of
illustrations in the textbook and identify those related to economic history (Table 1). Bekmakhanov's early
editions (1959-1961) were distinguished by the most visually intensive work among Soviet textbooks on the
modern history of Kazakhstan. They contained 50 illustrations, 17 of which reflected themes from economic
history. In the author's subsequent editions (1962—1981), the total number of illustrations varied from 10 to
19, and the number of images on economic history varied from 1 to 6. This indicates a relative stability in the
visual content of textbooks between 1962 and 1981. Babayev's textbook (1992) does not contain
illustrations, which is most likely explained by the economic difficulties of the 1990s, which also affected
the field of educational book publishing. Textbooks published in the Independence period show a significant
increase in the number of visual illustrations in textbooks on the Modern History of Kazakhstan (from 32 to
158), reflecting a desire to make the educational material more visual and adaptable to the perception of
modern schoolchildren. However, this increase in the number of illustrations is not accompanied by an
increase in images dedicated to economic history. The fewest number of illustrations in Kasymbaev's
textbooks: 43 in 2004 and 32 in 2012 year, but of these, 2 illustrations in 2004 and 1 in 2012 were devoted to
economic topics. Despite the richest visual narrative in T. Omarbekov's textbooks (2018, 2025), the number
of economic illustrations is limited to 7-8 units. Kabuldinov's textbooks (2012, 2018, 2025) are characterized
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by a decrease in the number of illustrations of economic history topics. Thus, quantitative analysis reveals a
general trend toward an increase in the number of illustrations, with relative stability in economic history

illustrations in textbooks during the study period (1959-2025).

Table 1. The total number of illustrations in the textbooks and those related to economic history

1 Bekmakhanov = 1959, 1961 50 17
2 Bekmakhanov | 1962 16 1
3 Bekmakhanov = 1963-1965 17 2
4 Bekmakhanov = 1966 19 5
5 Bekmakhanov = 1967-1972 17 5
6 Bekmakhanov | 1973-1975 15 6
7 Bekmakhanov = 1977-1981 10 3
8 Babaev 1992 0 0
9 Kasymbaev 2004 43 2
10  Kasymbaev 2012 32 1
11  Kabuldinov 2012 93 17
12  Kabuldinov 2018 72 9
13  Omarbekov 2018 157 7
14  Kabuldinov 2025 78 5
15  Omarbekov 2025 158 8

The second stage of the quantitative analysis involved counting illustrations by topic: livestock
breeding, agriculture, crafts, trade, and industry (Table 2). The largest number of illustrations relates to the
topic of industry:34 images, 14 of them are from Soviet textbooks and 20 from modern textbooks. The topic
of agriculture (22 illustrations: 16 in Soviet textbooks, 6 in modern textbooks) demonstrates a sharp decline
in visual presence. The Bekmakhanov textbook, 1959, 1961 have the largest number of illustrations on
agriculture, later their number decreases. In the Soviet period traditional farming methods demonstrated the
region's backwardness and industry and trade were presented as key factors in involving Kazakhstan in the
Russian economic process and symbols of the region’s modernization. In Soviet textbooks, Illustrations of
trade, increased from 4 in the Soviet era to 16 after Independence. Cattle breeding remain at a relatively low
level (only 9 images: 4 in Soviet and 5 in post-Soviet textbooks). Finally, crafts are rarely visualized-only 8
times (one in Soviet textbooks, 7 in new ones). However, their increase in the post-Soviet period indicates
the emergence of a new cultural perspective-an interest in traditional forms of production as elements of
national heritage.

Table 2. Thematic categories of economic illustrations in the analyzed textbooks

1 Bekmakhanov, 1959, 3 6 1 4 3
1961

2 Bekmakhanov,1962 0 0 0 1

3 Bekmakhanov,1963— 0 1 0 0 1
1965

4 Bekmakhanov,1966 1 2 0 0 2

5 Bekmakhanov, 1967— 0 3 0 0 2
1972

6 Bekmakhanov, 1973— 0 3 0 0 3
1975

7 Bekmakhanov, 1977— 0 1 0 0 2

1069



ISSN: 1814-6961 ISSN: 2788-9718 Oman mapuxei. 2025 28 (4)

Uh Ll
> O L
1981
8 Babaev, 1992 0 0 0 0 0
9 Kasymbaev, 2004 0 1 0 0 1
10  Kasymbaev, 2012 0 0 0 0 1
11  Kabuldinov, 2012 2 1 3 6 5
12  Kabuldinov, 2018 0 0 2 4 3
13  Omarbekov, 2018 1 2 1 3 7
14 | Kabuldinov, 2025 1 0 0 1 3
15  Omarbekov, 2025 1 2 1 2 0

Thus, as the analysis shows, the visual narrative of Soviet textbooks is rather monotonous. The
greatest number of illustrations on modern economic history were in the 1959 and 1961 textbooks.
Subsequently, the number of illustrations decreased and was occasionally supplemented with new ones. The
economic history of Kazakhstan in the Soviet textbook was presented as a story of the movement from
backwardness to progress, with an emphasis on class struggle and colonialism, instilling in students a
«historical necessity» for the October Revolution. Illustrations served only a supporting function and
contained relatively simple scenes: a yurt and a winter hut symbolizing the traditional Kazakh way of life, a
pickaxe and a mine representing the labor of workers, etc.

Let's move on to a qualitative analysis of the textbook illustrations. The first group of images in Soviet
textbooks is dedicated to livestock breeding and the nomadic way of life. The primary symbolism of this first
group of illustrations is seasonal migrations as the basis of the nomadic economy. Thus, the stable,
traditional nomadic way of life of the Kazakhs and their backwardness are depicted.

The second group of illustrations shows the development of agriculture in the Steppe. Here we can
identify binary oppositions according to the deconstructive approach (J. Derrida and R. Barthes). The hidden
goal of the visual narrative is to show the opposition between «local-migrant» and «traditional-progressive
illustrations «Zheragash (Zher zhyrtatyn kural)» («Traditional Plow») [fig. 1], «Zher zhyrtu» («Harvest of
millety) [fig. 2], shows us the hard manual labor of the steppe dwellers, symbolizing traditional forms of
land cultivation in Kazakhstan. In contrast, the image «Konys audaryp kelgenderdin auyl sharuashylyk
mashinalarga arnalgan koymasy (Pavlodar uezi)» («Warehouse of agricultural machinery of settlers
(Pavlodar district)») [fig. 3]. The obvious meaning here is the progressive nature of the Russian Empire's
resettlement policy for the region and the growth of productive forces.
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Fig. 2. «Zher zhyrtu» («Harvest of millety)
Y FVAL €5 ) e = [Bekmakhanov, 1970:62]

Fig. 1. Zheragash («Traditional Plow»)

[Bekmakhanov, 1961:73]
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Fig. 3. «Konys audaryp kelgenderdin auyl sharuashylyk mashinalarga arnalgan koymasy (Pavlodar uezi)»
(«Warehouse of agricultural machinery of settlers (Pavlodar district) «) [Bekmakhanov, 1961:99]

The third group of illustrations characterizes the development of trade and the formation of
infrastructure in the steppe, which facilitated integration into the pan-Russian economic space. For example,
the graphic «Orynbordagy sauda saraiy» («Orenburg’s castle of the trade») show cities as centers of trade
and nodes of economic integration [fig. 4].

Fig. 4. «Orynbordagy sauda saraiy» («Orenburg’s castle of the trade»)[Bekmakhanov, 1961:58]

The fourth group of illustrations depicts the development of industry, specifically the heavy industry,
in the 19th century. The main images are associated with the nature of the workers' labor-heavy physical,
primarily manual labor in mines and factories (Uspensk and Spassk copper mines, Blagovat-Stefanovsky and
Aleksandrovsky silver-lead smelting plants) [fig. 5] [ Bekmakhanov, Bekmakhanova, 1974:108]. This visual
narrative characterizes the process of capitalism's penetration into the steppe and the formation of the
working class in Kazakhstan.
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Fig. 5. «Uspensk mys rudnigi» («Uspensk copper mine») [Bekmakhanov, Bekmakhanova, 1974: 107]

Let's look at the illustration «Karagandy zaboiynda» («At the Karaganda plant») [fig. 6]. It depicts
several miners in an underground mine, working with a pick and shovel. The workers' figures are depicted
dynamically, and the contrasting lighting creates a sense of the mine's depth and intense labor. Looking at it,
one can emotionally sense the workers' hard physical labor.

Fig. 6. «Karagandy zaboiynda» («At the Karaganda plant») [Bekmakhanov, 1961:113]

1962 reprint of Bekmakhanov's textbook was supplemented with one illustration. «Karagandy
shahtasynda at kushimen adam tusiru» («Lowering miners into the Karaganda mine by means of horse
power») [fig. 7]. The sketch depicts a scene in which animals are used to power a mine mechanism. Two
horses are visible, harnessed to a circular mechanism, and a man controls them nearby. In the background is
a large wooden structure of the mine installation.

In Bekmakhanov's 1966 textbook an illustration was added to Chapter 7 of «The Development of
Capitalism in Kazakhstan and the Disintegration of Patriarchal-Feudal Relations» [Bekmakhanov, 1962: 53].
The image is executed in the graphic style typical of Soviet textbooks: a black-and-white line engraving. In
the foreground is a male worker with a pickaxe over his shoulder, and in the background is the silhouette of
an industrial city with factory chimneys and residential buildings. It served as a visual marker of the topic:
from a single image, the student could understand that the discussion would focus on the formation of
capitalist relations and industrialization. The engraving sets the emotional tone of the chapter: dynamism,
intense labor, and movement toward a new society. It is used as an element of visual propaganda, instilling a
positive perception of progress in students.
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Fig. 7. The Development of Capitalism in Kazakhstan and the Disintegration of Patriarchal-Feudal
Relations [Bekmakhanov, 1966:60]

Now let's move on to a qualitative analysis of publications from the Independence period. Babayev's
1992 textbook contains no illustrations and is presented as a textual narrative . Individual paragraphs touch
on Kazakhstan's socioeconomic development but are not illustrated. This is presumably due to the general
economic crisis of the 1990s, which included the publication of printed materials.

Most of the illustrations in Kasymbayev's textbook (2012) are portraits, through which the author
visually creates an image of history as a series of historical figures. This approach contributes to the
formation of historical consciousness and national identity in schoolchildren through glorification. The
economic history of modern Kazakhstan is represented here by only one illustration: «The Uspensky Copper
Mine» in paragraph 26, «The Economic Development of Kazakhstan in the Second Half of the 19th
Century» [Kasymbayev, 2012:161]. Here, it plays not only a supporting role but also creates a conceptual
perception of the information, preparing the student for reading the information about the mines on the next
page. The image of this industrial facility in the paragraph demonstrates its importance in the development of
industry in the region, emphasizing Kazakhstan's role as a source of raw materials for the Russian Empire:
«Since the 1860s, Russian industrialists began to invest their funds in organizing industrial production in a
region rich in minerals like Kazakhstan» [Kasymbayev, 2012:162].

The most illustrated textbook on the modern history of Kazakhstan, published during the period of
Independence, is the textbook for the 8th grade Z. Kabuldinov (2012). The visual series represents a rich
narrative illustrating the transition from a traditional way of life to capitalism. The type of images is diverse:
photographs, paintings, maps, portraits. Images illustrating economic history are contained in nine
paragraphs of the textbook. Photographs in paragraph 24, «Traditional Kazakh Economy» show us the life of
Kazakhs in the first half of the 19th century: cattle breeding, hunting, felt mat making [Kabuldinov,
2012:146, 147, 150, 151]. The economic contacts between the resettled peasantry and the Kazakh population
are shown in the 19th century. An agricultural machine is depicted with the words that «under the influence
of the peasants, the Kazakhs acquired agricultural machinery and iron tools» [Kabuldinov, 2012:204] The
integration of the Kazakhs into the imperial trading system is most clearly illustrated throughout the
narrative. Thus, in paragraph 5, «The Annexation of the Kishi (Little) Zhuz to Russia» [Kabuldinov,
2012:32] and paragraph 10, maps in the «The Uprising Led by Syrym Datuly» [Kabuldinov, 2012:61] show
trade routes. We see an illustration of 18th-century Kazakh traders on camels in the steppe in paragraph 11,
titled «Development of Economic Ties with Russiax». [fig. 8] The underlying message is that trade was a part
of Kazakh life, with nomads acting as intermediaries in the exchange of products from the steppe and settled
regions. The visual narrative then goes on to describe the development of urban trade and Kazakhstan's
integration into the Russian banking system, which is linked to the growth of trade turnover in the region
[fig. 9].
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Fig. 8. Kazakh  traders Fig. 9. Akmola branch of the Fig. 10. A shop in Petropavlovsk,

[Kabuldinov, 2012:65] Siberian Commercial Bank early 20" century [Kabuldinov,
[Kabuldinov, 2012:220] 2012:210]

When discussing industrial development, this textbook emphasizes the role of cities as centers of
production [fig. 10]. Section 35, «Industrial Development in Kazakhstan» features a photograph, «The Hard
Labor of Hired Women» which is logically unrelated to the text on that page. The discussion of the plight of
Kazakh workers and the use of child labor appears on page 226, while the photograph appears on page 222,
where the text discusses the penetration of foreign capital into the Steppe.

In the 2018-year edition of the textbook by the same author, the number of illustrations was reduced.
Technically, the textbook has been updated to color, making it more visually appealing than the two-color
blue-and-black 2012 edition. Color maps illustrating trade routes and the development of capitalism,
emphasizing large-scale changes, have become an important visual element. A didactic assignment for the
new color map, «The Development of Capitalist Relations in Kazakhstan» [Kabuldinov, 2012:137-138] has
been added. However, the visuals on economic history have become sparse: illustrations of traditional
Kazakh life, the salt industry, Kazakh traders, and urban space have disappeared. Illustrations on economic
history are contained only in three paired paragraphs. The photograph «The Hard Labor of Hired Women»
now bears no connection whatsoever to the text of the paragraph» [Kabuldinov, 2012: 222].

The textbook for grade 8(7) by T. Omarbekov (2018) contains the largest number of illustrations
(157), of which only 9 show economic history. The illustrations are varied: photographs, paintings, portraits.
The illustrations relate to traditional Kazakh life and trade. The topic of industrial development is not
illustrated. In paragraphs 40-41, «Socio-economic development of Kazakhstan in the second half of the 19th
century, «In the textbook «The Penetration of Capitalist Relations» the transition to sedentary forms of
economic activity is visually demonstrated. The subsection «Development of Industry» of this section
features N. Khlodov's painting «Spring Plowing». The text beneath the illustration reads as follows: «The
emergence of enterprises processing traditional livestock raw materials led to the emergence of large
suburban settlements» but the image conveys the development of arable farming, which indicates a discord
between the textual and non-textual components of the textbook. [Omarbekov, 2018:120-121]. The text of
the subsection then lists mines and factories and discusses the Trans-Siberian Railway, but there are no
illustrations, although visual images would have helped create a holistic perception of the process of
industrial development and the penetration of capital into the Steppe. Furthermore, in paragraph 43
«Development of Trade Relations in Kazakhstan» emphasis is placed on the role of trade fairs in the
development of Kazakhstan's economy since the mid- 19th century. Trade is represented by two
photographs. The photograph «Auliye-Ata. Horse Bazaar» shows a bustling horse bazaar: crowds of people,
stalls, horses, and camels [fig. 11]. The scene reflects the bazaar's role as a key hub of economic activity in
the region. The importance of livestock breeding in trade relations is emphasized. Livestock trading was one
of the main ways nomads integrated into imperial trade. The second photo shows one of the largest fairs in
the steppe, the Koyandy Fair: trading carts, makeshift tents, and people engaged in exchanging and selling
goods [fig. 12]. In the background is a gathering of livestock and people. Thus, the author emphasizes that
fairs became a new form of trade, incorporating Kazakhs into the empire's commodity-money relations. It's
worth noting that, unlike Kabuldinov's textbooks, maps are used here only to illustrate political history: the
Kazakh people's liberation struggle against the Dzungars, administrative reforms, and Kazakh uprisings.
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Fig. 11. Ayliye-Ata.Horse bazaar. Turkestan album Fig. 12. Koyandy Fair [Omarbekov,
(1871-1872) [Omarbekov, 2018:125] 2018:126]

The 2025 textbooks do not include new visual stories on economic history, but these publications are
distinguished by the presence of QR codes with multimedia content (maps, short educational videos with
visual content generated using artificial intelligence). For example, in paragraphs 39-40 «Development of
Fair Trade» of Kabuldinov's history textbook on Kazakhstan, a QR code with a video about fairs in
Kazakhstan is included on the page 145 [Kabuldinov, 2025:145]. The content, lasting 1 minute and 53
seconds, is a brief, voiced summary of fairs in Kazakhstan during this period. The visuals were generated
using generative artificial intelligence. Since image generation algorithms are capable of reproducing
ideological and cultural stereotypes, it is important to verify the visual content and accompany it with
methodological commentary. Without this, there is a risk of distorting historical facts, replacing scientific
reconstruction with visual imitation or artistic invention. The video itself is narrated by a synthesized voice,
creating a sense of distance from the viewer. Omarbekov's textbook (2025) contains no new visuals, and QR
codes are not used for topics on economic history.

Thus, the results of an analysis of illustrative material in school textbooks on the Modern History of
Kazakhstan show that the visual narrative of economic history has changed significantly from the Soviet to
the post-Soviet period. These changes affect both the frequency and typology of images, as well as the
functional meaning of visual sources.

In Soviet textbooks, depictions of economic topics are extremely rare. They serve primarily
ideological purposes, are not accompanied by analytical exercises, and are used more as a means of visually
reinforcing the narrative than as a tool for independent understanding. Illustrations in textbooks of this period
rarely go beyond the framework of Marxist theory. Textbooks of the independence period demonstrate a
noticeable increase in the amount of visual material, as well as a broadening of subject matter: scenes of
trade, fairs, nomadic and sedentary economies, crafts, and even the policy of resettlement appear in the
images. Images rarely become a source of problematic or interpretation-they are still perceived as illustrative
rather than analytical.

However, despite the richer and more varied visual design, many images are not always connected to
the development of students' historical thinking. Illustrations are often not accompanied by questions or
tasks, which limits their potential as a historical source. In this sense, the visual component remains
secondary to the text and does not create a fully integrated learning environment.

Thus, the visual narrative of textbooks reflects not only historical content but also methodical
approaches to history teaching. While in Soviet times, images were subordinated to an ideological function,
modern schools are seeing a shift toward a more diverse, yet still uncritical, use of visual sources.

Conclusion. A quantitative and qualitative analysis of the illustrative material in school textbooks on
the Modern History of Kazakhstan (1959-2025) revealed the dynamics and characteristics of the visual
narrative associated with economic history. A quantitative content analysis revealed that, despite the overall
increase in the number of illustrations in textbooks during the Independence period, images devoted to
economic topics remained relatively stable and accounted for a limited portion of the visual content. The
early editions of E. Bekmakhanov (1959-1961) remain the richest in this regard, whereas in the post-Soviet
period, with an increase in the overall number of images, the emphasis gradually shifted from production and
economic topics to the visualization of political history and cultural heritage.

A qualitative analysis of illustrations revealed the persistence of key visual motifs and their ideological
transformation. In Soviet publications, visual depictions of traditional farming, trade, and crafts were
interpreted through the lens of the shift from "tradition" to "modernity" thanks to the Russian Empire.
Illustrations emphasized the region's dependence on Russia's political and economic processes and illustrated
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the transformation of Kazakh society in the context of the empire's civilizing mission. In post-Soviet
textbooks, the visual emphasis shifts toward the cultural heritage, ethnographic features, and diversity of
economic forms in pre-revolutionary Kazakhstan. There is a statistically significant increase in images
related to trade and crafts, reflecting an interest in traditional forms of production as elements of national
heritage. A significant feature of recent textbooks is the inclusion of scenes related to gender history, such as
the visualization of the arduous labor of hired women in Kabuldinov's textbook. This significantly expands
the thematic range of economic history and makes the visuals more socially oriented.

The current era is characterized by the emergence of QR codes with multimedia and visual content
generated using artificial intelligence (further-Al). This opens new horizons for the visualization of historical
material, but simultaneously requires a critical approach. Since image-generating algorithms are capable of
reproducing ideological and cultural stereotypes, it is essential to verify visual content and accompany it with
methodological commentary. Without this, there is a risk of distorting historical facts and substituting
scientific reconstruction with visual imitation or artistic invention.

At the same time, the emergence of digital visual forms creates the foundation for the further
integration of augmented reality (further-AR) technologies into the educational process. AR can not only
visualize economic history-for example, reconstructing scenes from the Koyandy Fair, the mines of
Karaganda, or agricultural settlements of immigrants-but also transform visual material into an interactive
educational environment, where students become researchers of the past. Such formats can enrich traditional
illustrative materials, making history teaching more meaningful, engaging, and multi-code.

However, the implementation of AR and Al-content must be accompanied by the development of
visual literacy, critical analysis of sources, and scientific verification of reconstructions. Only under these
conditions will immersive technologies become a means of deepening historical understanding rather than a
tool for substituting reality.

Sources:
AP RK — Arhiv Prezidenta Respubliki Kazahstan [Archive of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan]
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