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Abstract. Introduction. This article examines the theoretical and source base for the study of history of
kazakhstani prisoners of war in concentration camps on the territory of Poland during the World War II. The
stages of historiography on this issue are systematized and analyzed, from the Soviet period to the present
day, including both kazakhstani and foreign historiography. The study presents and analyzes archival
documents and materials introduced into academic circulation for the first time, enabling the reconstruction
of an objective historical narrative and the identification of the methodological approaches employed. The
aim and objectives of the research are to analyze and systematize the theoretical and source-based
foundations for the study of the history of Kazakhstani prisoners of war in concentration camps on Poland
territory during the World War II. Based on this goal, the study seeks to: identify the features of how this
issue was studied during the Soviet period; analyze the works of Kazakhstani historians during the years of
independence; and, based on the research of Russian, Poland, and German scholars, conduct a comparative
analysis of the concepts developed on this issue. Results. The study found that the issue of Kazakhstani
prisoners of war has been unevenly studied in historiography. During the Soviet period, for ideological
reasons, this topic remained on the periphery of scholarly attention, and prisoners of war were not considered
a distinct social group. The fates of kazakhstani soldiers who ended up in concentration camps in Poland
were not the subject of specialized research. Only during the years of Kazakhstan's independence, due to
expanded access to archival documents, did the issue of Kazakhstani prisoners of war gradually enter
scholarly circulation. However, in most studies, Kazakhstani prisoners are still considered as part of the
general mass of Soviet prisoners of war. In Poland and German historiography, individuals from Kazakhstan
are generally not distinguished by nationality and are most often described simply as «Soviet military
personnel». Conclusion. Thus, the history of studying the issue of Kazakhstani prisoners of war in
concentration camps on the territory of Poland during the World War II has not yet received a complete,

s
66



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5299-8250
mailto:kulgazira_777@mail.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5194-6136
mailto:k.manara@gmail.com

ISSN: 1814-6961 ISSN: 2788-9718 W Oman mapuxwi. 2026. T. 29 (1)
systematic, and applied study. Ideological restrictions during the Soviet period significantly hindered its
scholarly understanding. Only after Kazakhstan gained independence did this topic begin to be studied from
a new perspective; however, a significant portion of archival materials remains inaccessible to researchers. In
the future, fundamental research is needed on the fates of Kazakhstani prisoners of war and the conditions of
their detention in concentration camps on Poland territory. Conducting such research will help fill the «gaps
in history» in the history of Kazakhstan and contribute to preserving the historical memory of war victims.
Keywords: Concentration camp, World War II, prisoners of war, archival data, documentary database.

For citation: Sissenbayeva A.A., Kalybekova M.Ch. Theoretical and source base for the study of history of
kazakhstani prisoners of war in concentration camps on the territory Poland during the World War II // Otan
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Angarna. Kipicne. Makanmaga EkiHmi IyHHEXY3UTIK COFbIC >Kbuimapbl llompmia TeppUTOPHSCHIHIAFHI
KOHIpIarepbjepae OOJFaH Ka3aKCTaHJBIK 9CKEPH TYTKBIHJAPJBIH TapUXBIH 3€PTTCYAIH TCOPHUSUIBIK JKOHE
JEPEeKTIK Heri3zepi KapacThIpbUTFaH. 3epTTey OaphIChIHAA OCHI MACcelieH] 3epTTey OOWBIHINA TapHUXHAMAIBIK
Ke3eHepi Kyhenenmipiin, Tanganael: CoBeT Ke3eHiHeH Oacrtamn OYTiHTI KYHTe JCHiHTI K€3€H, OHBIH iMiHIe
Ka3aKCTaHJIBIK JKOHE IIETENJIIK TapuxHama Ja KamTbuiabl. COHJal-aK, FHUIBIMM alHaJBIMFa aJiFall PeT
SHTI3LTIN OTBIPFAH apXUBTIK KyXKaTTap MEH MaTepuaijap TanaaHabl. 3epmmeyoiy Mmaxcamvl MeH
MiHOemmepi — EKIHIII TYHUEXY3UTIK COFbIC KbULAaphl [lonbia aymarbIHIaFpl KOHILIATEphJIEpae OOiFaH
Ka3aKCTaHJIBIK OCKEPH TYTKBIHJAPJBIH TAPUXBIH 3ePTTCYIH TCOPHUSUIBIK )KOHE JIEPEKTIK HEri3iepiH Tajaay
JKOHE JKyleney. benrilieHreH MmakcaTka CYWEHE OTBIPBIN, MBIHAJIAP KapacThIpbUIAbl: COBETTIK Ke3eHIe
MOCeJIeH] 3epTTeY/IiH epeKIIeNiKTepiH aHbIKTay; TOYeICI3/IK KbUIJaphIH/Ia Ka3aKCTaHABIK TAPUXIIBUIAPABIH
eHOeKTepiH Tanjay; peceusiK, MOJSK >KOHe HeMiC FalbIMAAPBIHBIH 3epTTeyJiepi HETi3iHAE OCHI MAceyere
KaThICThI KaJIINTACKAH KOHIICHIIUSIHBI CAJIBICTRIPMAIIbI Tayay Kyprizy. Hotmkenep. 3eprrey OaphichiHa
aHBIKTAJFaH/Iai, Ka3aKCTaHIbIK OCKEPH TYTKBIHIAP Macelieci TapuxHaMaja OipKemKi 3epTTeIMEreH, OUTKeH1
Kenec ke3eHiHIe HICONOTHIIBIK ceOenTepre OalaHBICTBI OYJI TaKBIPHIN FHUIBIMH HaszapaH IIeT KaJlFaH
JKOHE TYTKBIHIAp JepOec oJieyMETTIK TON PETiHAe KapacThipbuiMaraH. [loyiblia TEpPUTOPUSCHIHIAFBI
KOHIIarephjepre TYCKeH Ka3aKCTaHJbIK cap0a3iap/blH TarAbIphl apHaibl 3epPTTEY HbICAHBIHA alfHAJIMaFaH.
Tex Toyemnci3AiK KbUIIapblHAa APXUBTIK Ky)KaTTapra KOJDKETIMIIUTIKTIH KeHEeI01l HOTH)KECiH e Ka3aKCTaH IbIK
OCKEepH TYTKBIHIAPABIH Moceneci OipTiHAen FHUIBIMH alfHanbpIMFa eHIOi. JlereHMeH, 3eprreynepiae
Ka3aKCTaHJIBIK OCKEPU TYTKBIHIAp o1l Jie KeOiHece Kaillbl KEHECTIK 9CKEpU TYTKBIHAAPABIH KypaMbIHJA
Kapacteipbutasl. [lombma xone ['epmanus TapuxHamachiHaa KazakcTaHHAH MIBIKKAH 9CKEPH KhI3METIIIEp
omeTTe YITTHIK Oenriyepi OoifpiHIa OemiHOeHai koHe kebinece «KeHec Omarsl oCKepH KBI3METIILICPI»
petinae cunarranansl. Kopvimeinowvl. Ocbuiaiiiia, [lombina TeppuTOPHACHIHAAFEl KOHIPIATEphIepaAe OOJiFaH
Ka3aKCTaHIIBIK OCKEPH TYTKBIHIAPIBIH TapUXbIH 3€PTTEY Ka3ipri yakKbITKa JCWIH TOJIBIK IKYHETIK
KOJI1aHOAITBI 3epTTey Al ana KoiimaraH. Tek Kazakcran Toyenci3ik anFaHHaH KeliH FaHa OYJT TaKbIPHII jKaHa
KBIPBIHAH 3epTTeiic OacTanbl, analija apXWMBTIK MaTepUaJIapIblH eAdyip Oejiri om Je 3epTTeyliliepre
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KOJDKETIMCI3 00JbI OoThIp. bosamakra Ka3akCTaHABIK SCKEPH TYTKBIHIAPABIH TaFIbIpbl, oiapasiH [loipmra
TEPPUTOPHSICHIHIAFBl KOHIUIATEPBJIEPE YCTay KaFAainaphl KeHiHAe GyHIaMEHTaIIbl 3ePTTEYNIep KYpPrizy
KaxeT. MyHnaii 3eprreynep KaszakcraH TapuXBIHAAFbl «aKTaHAAKTapAbD» TONTHIPYFa JKOHE COFBIC
KypOaHAaphl Typallbl TAPUXU €CTe CaKTayAbl CaKTayFa MYMKiH/IK Oepe/ti.
Tyiiin ce3aep: KoHIareps, EKiHIN TyHHUEKY3UTIK COFBIC, 9CKEPH TYTKBIHIAP, apXHUB JIEPEKTEPi, TEPEKTIK
6asza.
Hoiiexco3 ymin: CucenbaeBa A.A., KampibexoBa M.U. EkiHII AYHHEXKY3IUTIK COFBIC KBUIAAPBIHAAFHI
[Monbmra TeppUTOPUSICHIHAAFEl KOHIIArephiaepaeri Ka3aKCTaHIbIK SCKepH TYTKBIHAAP TApUXBIH 3ePTTEYIiH
TEOpHUSUIBIK-IepeKTik Herizi // Ortan Tapuxsel. 2026. T. 29 Ne 1. 66-76-66. [arpumm. timiaae]. DOI:
10.51943/2788-9718 2026 29 1 66-76
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AnHOTauMs. Beedenue. B cTathe paccMaTpHBATCS TEOPETHKO-UCTOYHHKOBEAUECKas 0aza W3ydeHUs
HCTOPUHM BOCHHOIUIEHHBIX-KA3aXCTAHIEB B KOHIEHTPAI[MOHHBIX Jlarepsix Ha Tepputopuu Ilompmm B rojabl
Bropoit mupoBoii BoiHBL. CHCTEMATH3UPYIOTCS W aHAJH3UPYIOTCS 3Tallbl HCTOPUOTpaQHH M0 H3yUESHHUIO
JMaHHON TpoOJIeMbl, HadMHAs C COBETCKOTO IepHoJia M0 CETOAHAIIHUNA JeHb, BKIIIOYAs Ka3aXCTAaHCKYIO U
3apy0exHylo ucropuorpaduio. Takke JlaeTcs ONMMCaHUE W aHAM3 apXWUBHBIX JOKYMEHTOB W MaTEpUaJIOB,
KOTOpbIE BBOJSTCS BIIEPBbIE B HAay4HBIH OOOpPOT M 4YTO MO3BOJSET CO3AaTh OOBEKTUBHYIO KApPTHHY
WCTOPUYECKON TIpaBIbl W OMNPEACITUTh METOAOJIOTHYECKHEe OCOOEHHOCTH u3ydeHus. [lenv u 3adauu
uccnedosanus 3aKII0YAIOTCS B aHATIM3E U CHCTEMATU3aIH TEOPETHKO-UCTOUHHUKOBEAUECKON 0a3bl N3yUeHHs
HCTOPUM BOCHHOIUIEHHBIX-Ka3aXCTAaHIEB B KOHLEHTPAL[MOHHBIX Jlarepsx Ha Tepputopuu Ilompmm B roabl
Bropoit mupoBo#i BoiiHBEL. Mcxoas W3 MOCTaBICHHOH IENH, MPEIIojaraeTcs: OIpeNelnTh O0COOCHHOCTH
M3Yy4eHHsI MPOOJIeMBl B COBETCKHH NEPHOJ; MPOAHATN3UPOBATh TPYAbl KAa3aXCTAHCKUX MCTOPHKOB B TOJBI
HE3aBUCUMOCTH; HA OCHOBE HCCIECAOBAHMM DPOCCUNCKHX, IOJIBCKUX W HEMELKUX YYEHBIX  IPOBECTH
CPAaBHHUTENBHBIA aHAIN3 BBIPAOOTAHHOW KOHLENUUH MO  JaHHOM mnpoOnemsl. Pesyrsmamuvl. B xone
WCCIIEIOBAHNS YCTaHOBJIEHO, YTO Tpo0jeMa Ka3aXCTaHCKWX BOCHHOIUICHHBIX B MCTOpPHOTpaduu M3ydeHa
HEPAaBHOMEPHO, TAK KAaK B COBETCKUU MEPUOJ JaHHAS TeMa 10 UJCOJIOrMYECKUM IPUYMHAM OCTaBAJIACh Ha
nepupepul HAYYHOTO BHUMAHUS W BOCHHOIUIGHHBIE HE pacCMaTpUBAJINCh KaK CaMOCTOsTENbHas
conuanpHas Tpymma. Cyap0bl Ka3aXCTAaHCKHX COJIJIaT, OKa3aBIIUXCS B KOHIUIATEPSAX Ha TEPPUTOPUHU
[Tonbimy, HE CTAaHOBWJIMCH IPEIMETOM CHELUANbHOIO HCCiIeAoBaHMs. JIMIIb B roabl HE3aBUCUMOCTH B
pe3yJbTaTe pacIIMpeHHs OOCTyHa K apXWBHBIM JOKyMEHTaM, IpoOieMa Ka3aXCTaHCKUX BOEHHOIIJICHHBIX
Hayajla TOCTETIEHHO BXOIUTh B Hay4YHBIH 000poT. OmHaKo B OOJBIIMHCTBE CBOEM B HCCIEIOBAHUSIX
Ka3axXCTaHCKHE BOEHHOIUICEHHBIE TO-TIPEKHEMY PpacCMaTpPHUBAIOTCS B COCTaBe OOIIEH MacChl COBETCKHX
BOCHHOIUICHHBIX. B monbckod M HeMelkod uctopuorpaduu BeIXonsl W3 Kaszaxcrana, kak MpaBWiio, HE
BBIICTISIIOTCS. 110 HAallMOHAJBHOMY IIPU3HAKy M 4Yallle BCEro XapaKTepU3YIOTCS KaK «BOCHHOCIY KAlue
Cosetrckoro Corozan. 3axmouenue. TakuMm o00pa3oMm, HUCTOpPHS H3yYEHHUS MPOOJIEMBI Ka3aXCTaHCKUX
BOCHHOIUIEHHBIX, HAXOJUBIINXCS B KOHIIEHTPALMOHHBIX Jarepsx Ha Teppuropuu llomsmu B rogst Bropoit
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MHPOBOU BOMHBI, O HACTOSIIETO BPEMEHU HE MOJIYUHIIa TOJIHOIO CUCTEMHOTO MPUKIIAAHOTO UCCIEIOBAHMS.
Wneonornyeckre OTrpaHUYCHHUS COBETCKOTO IEPHOJa CYIISCTBEHHO TPEMATCTBOBANM €€ HAYYHOMY
ocMbIciieHut0. JIumb mocne oOpereHusi He3aBucuMocTh KaszaxcTaHOM JaHHash TeMa cTajla M3ydaThCsl B
HOBOM paKypce, OJHAKO 3HAuUTEIbHAs 4YacThb ApXHUBHBIX MATEPHANIOB MO-IPEKHEMY HE OCTYNHA MJs
rccienoBarenei. B mepcnexTrBe HEOOXOOMMBI (yHIAMEHTANbHBIE WCCIENOBAaHUSA Cyle0 Ka3aXxCTaHCKHUX
BOCHHOIUICHHBIX, yYCIIOBUH WX COJAEpXKaHUS B KOHIIarepsx Ha teppuropuu [lompmm. Peamm3arus Takux
WCCJICJIOBAHUN TMO3BOJIUT BOCIIOJNHHUTH «Oenble TsATHa» B uctopum Kaszaxcrana m OyjaeT CrocoOCTBOBATh
COXPaHEHUIO UCTOPUUYECKON MaMSTH O KePTBaX BOMHBI.

KuroueBbie ci10Ba: KOHILICHTPALMOHHBINA Jlarepb, Bropas MupoBas BoilHa, BOCHHOIUICHHBIE, apXWUBHBIE
JaHHbIE, HCTOYHUKOBEQYECKas Oasa.

Jass murupoBanmsa: CucenbaeBa A.A., Kanpibexoa M.U. Teopernko- HUCTOYHHMKOBeqYeckas 0Oasza
W3Y4YEHUS! UICTOPUHU BOEHHOIUIEHHBIX-Ka3aXCTAHLIEB B KOHIEHTPALMOHHBIX JIarepsix Ha Tepputopud Iloapmm
B ronasl BTopoit mupoBoit BoiHBl / Otan Tapuxbl. 2026. T. 29. Ne 1. C. 66-76. [ma anrn. s3]. DOI:
10.51943/2788-9718 2026 29 1 66-76

Introduction. The World War II left a profound mark on both global and national historical
consciousness as one of the bloodiest and most tragic periods in human history. The severe consequences of
this war affected all peoples of the Soviet Union, including the Kazakh population. Over 1.2 million Kazakhs
were mobilized to the front, and hundreds of thousands of soldiers were captured by the enemy and became
prisoners of war. A significant portion of them were placed in concentration and prisoner-of-war camps on
the territory of Poland.

However, during the Soviet period, the topic of prisoners of war was ideologically «closed», and
captured soldiers were often labeled as «traitors». As a result, the history of Kazakh prisoners of war in
camps on Poland territory remained largely unstudied for a long time and was excluded from collective
memory. One of the main reasons for the lack of research on this topic in the post-war Soviet era was the
official position of the Soviet authorities. This perspective was codified in Order No. 270 issued by the
Headquarters of the Supreme High Command of the Red Army on 16 August 1941. The document stated:
*«I ORDER:

Commanders and political officers who remove their insignia during battle and desert to the rear or
surrender to the enemy are to be considered malicious deserters, and their families are to be arrested as
families of deserters who violated their oath and betrayed their Motherland. All superior commanders and
commissars are obligated to execute such deserters from the ranks on the spot.»* [Headquarters of the
Supreme High Command of the Red Army, 1941: 476]. This document was clearly significant for
maintaining military discipline and ideological conformity. However, the scarcity of archival data regarding
prisoners in Poland and other occupied territories resulted in a fragmentary historiographical record. The
relevance of this issue lies in the necessity to restore historical justice, to reconstruct, based on archival
sources, the fate of Kazakhs who suffered during the war, and to commemorate their heroism in the
collective memory of future generations. Furthermore, this topic holds international significance as it
contributes to a broader understanding of the humanitarian and ethical dimensions of the World War II.

The relevance of this study can be supported by several factors. First, Poland researcher Grzegorz
Motyka, citing Wiestaw Marchik, noted that «within the borders of modern Poland, according to Wieslaw
Marchik’s calculations, there were 77 such camps» [Motyka, 2021: 23]. This evidence demonstrates that
Poland territory was one of the major centers of the prisoner — of — war system during the World War II. The
ninth volume of Prisoners of War — Kazakhs of the World War II. Akmolinsk Region. Collection of
Documents and Materials [Collection of Documents, 2022: 632] provides a list of approximately 50
concentration camps located in Poland territory [Collection of Documents, 2022: 24 — 44]. Establishing the
precise conditions of Soviet prisoners, including Kazakhs, within the camp system in Poland allows for the
restoration of historical justice.

Second, in Russian historiography, a special commission conducted research in Poland territory in the
year following the end of the war. The study revealed memoirs and previously classified archival documents.
Some of these materials, published in the first compilation of documents, pertain to the Extraordinary State
Commission’s investigations into the cruelties committed by the German-Fascist invaders and their
collaborators. These materials detail the history of concentration camps in the region, the capture of
prisoners, their conditions, and the forensic examinations of burial sites. Among these sources, the presence
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of Kazakh prisoners is specifically noted: «all other people were divided into three groups by nationality. In
one were Russians, in another — Ukrainians, and in the third — Kazakhs...» [1947: 9].

The issues described above indicate that Soviet prisoners of war in camps on Poland territory, including
Kazakh prisoners, were ethnically categorized and treated as a distinct group. This evidence enables
researchers to determine the specific features of Kazakh prisoners’ experiences during the war, clarifying
their social and legal conditions under the camp regime. Additionally, the forensic examinations, burial site
data, and witness testimonies documented by the Extraordinary State Commission provide a comprehensive
basis for studying the operational mechanisms of the camp system in Poland, its criminal nature, and the
human losses it caused.

Materials and Methods. The empirical basis of this study consists of the works of foreign and
domestic historians devoted to the issue of prisoners of war during the World War II. In particular, the
research draws upon historical studies published during the Soviet period, as well as publications by Russian,
Poland, and German scholars, and the works of Kazakh researchers produced in the years of independence.
In addition, archival document collections related to the topic of prisoners of war were analyzed, with special
emphasis on the materials of the Extraordinary State Commission concerning several camps located on the
territory of Poland. These include: Report of the Extraordinary State Commission for the Establishment and
Investigation of the Crimes of the German-Fascist Invaders and Their Accomplices. On Crimes Committed
by the German Government and the German High Command against Soviet Prisoners of War in the
Lamsdorf Camp [1946: 34]; Report of the Extraordinary State Commission for the Establishment and
Investigation of the Crimes of the German-Fascist Invaders and Their Accomplices. On the Murder of Soviet
Prisoners of War by the Germans in the Area of the City of Ostrow Mazowiecki in Poland [1947: 37]; On the
Murder of Soviet Prisoners of War by the Germans in the Demblin Fortress (Ivangorod) and in Several Other
German Camps on the Territory of Poland [1948: 46]; as well as the collection of scholarly articles Soviet
Prisoners of War during the World War Il on Poland Lands [2021: 196].

A comprehensive set of historical and cognitive research methods was employed in this study. The
historical-chronological method was used to identify the stages in the historiographical study of the issue of
Kazakh prisoners of war. The historiographical analysis made it possible to examine the content and
orientations of scholarly works produced in different periods. The comparative-historical method was
applied to determine the level of attention given to the issue of Kazakh prisoners of war in foreign and
domestic research. In addition, the methods of systematization and generalization served as the basis for
synthesizing the scholarly conclusions obtained.

Discussion. In national historical studies, there are virtually no direct or dedicated studies to date on the
issue of Kazakh prisoners of war in concentration camps located in the territory of Poland during the World
War II. This topic has primarily been examined within the broader context of the history of Soviet prisoners
of war, with Kazakh prisoners rarely treated as a distinct research subject.

In the course of studying this issue, an archival collection preserved at the World Literature Department
of the National Library of the Republic of Kazakhstan was identified. This collection is based on materials
produced by a special commission established in Poland immediately after the end of the war. During the
commission’s work, memoirs, eyewitness testimonies, and official documents that had previously held
«classified» status were introduced into scholarly circulation. As a result, the first compilation of
documentary materials dedicated to the history of Soviet prisoners of war in concentration camps on Poland
territory was published.

In particular, the materials of the Extraordinary State Commission for the establishment and
investigation of the crimes committed by the German-Fascist invaders and their collaborators possess
significant source value. The documentary collection published in 1947, entitled Report of the Extraordinary
State Commission for the Establishment and Investigation of the Crimes of the German-Fascist Invaders and
Their Accomplices. On the Murder of Soviet Prisoners of War by the Germans in the Area of the City of
Ostrow Mazowiecki in Poland [Collection, 1947], provides a comprehensive description of the functioning
of concentration camps on the territory of Poland.

This collection contains detailed information on the history of the concentration camps located near the
settlements of Grady and Komarowo in the vicinity of the city of Ostrow Mazowiecki, situated
approximately 100 kilometers northeast of Warsaw. It documents the transfer of Soviet prisoners of war to
these camps, the internal camp regime, and the results of forensic medical examinations conducted at the
burial sites of deceased prisoners. Based on the documentary evidence, it was established that more than
67,000 Soviet prisoners of war were held in these camps: «The Commission established the fact of the
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deliberate extermination by the German-Fascist invaders of more than 67,000 Soviet prisoners of war in two
camps in the area of the city of Ostrow Mazowiecki» [Collection, 1947: 3].

This conclusion was drawn on the basis of eyewitness testimonies obtained from 26 residents of the city
of Ostrow Mazowiecki and nearby villages, as well as the results of forensic expert examinations
[Collection, 1947: 3]. The facts and statistical data presented in the collection were obtained through a
comprehensive investigation conducted by a special commission and are therefore considered reliable from a
source-critical perspective. These materials should be introduced into scholarly circulation as an essential
source for the study of the history of Kazakh prisoners of war who were held in concentration camps on the
territory of Poland.

In addition, in 2022 a regional documentary collection based on the materials of the State Commission
for the Full Rehabilitation of Victims of Political Repression (covering the 1920s—1950s) was published.
Volume 9 of Kazakh Prisoners of War of the World War II. Akmolinsk Region. Collection of Documents
and Materials [2022: 632], entitled Kazakh Prisoners of War during the World War II. Akmolinsk Region,
represents the first publication devoted to the fates of Kazakh prisoners of war who were captured during the
World War II and who, after the end of the war, resided in or returned to the territory of Akmolinsk Region
and the city of Akmolinsk. The biographical data presented in the volume were compiled on the basis of
archival documents relating to both the wartime and post-war periods. This publication is intended for
researchers, scholars, and all readers interested in the fate of Kazakh prisoners of war who were long
considered «missing in action». It constitutes an important source describing the organization and
functioning of the system of prisoner — of — war camps (camp infrastructure) established by the German
authorities during the World War II. The documents provide a step-by-step account of the trajectory of Red
Army servicemen following their capture, including their transfer, accommodation, registration, and
utilization as forced labor. The publication demonstrates that the German prisoner-of-war camp system was
strictly organized yet repressive in nature and characterized by gross violations of human rights. This
evidence is of particular importance for the historical interpretation of the harsh conditions endured by Soviet
prisoners of war, including Kazakhs, held in concentration camps on the territory of Poland. One of the key
documents included in the volume is the Reference on the Dislocation of German Prisoner-of-War Camps
during the Great Patriotic War of 1941 — 1945, which lists the names of prisoner-of-war camps established
by Nazi Germany and identifies their geographical locations.

The reference lists a total of 546 camps, among which prisoner-of-war camps known as Stalags occupy
a prominent place. These camps were primarily intended for Soviet prisoners of war from the ranks and non-
commissioned officers. According to the data presented in the table, the camps were located not only within
the territory of Germany but also in occupied Poland and the Baltic region.

The dislocation data contained in the document demonstrate the large-scale organization of the German
prisoner-of-war system. The wide geographical distribution of the camps indicates that they formed part of a
broader policy aimed at the mass control, exploitation of forced labor, and isolation of prisoners of war.
Moreover, millions of Soviet servicemen, including soldiers from Kazakhstan, passed through these camps.

Results. Foreign studies, including those on the postwar period of the Soviet Union, indicate that the
fate of Soviet soldiers held as prisoners in the territory of Poland began to be systematically investigated by
the State Extraordinary Commission from 1945. This commission published its work as official documents,
which included records on the history of concentration camps in the region, the arrival of Soviet military
prisoners, the camp regime, and forensic examinations of burial sites. The commission included medical
experts, physicians, and other specialists. The acts documented the existence of concentration camps
managed under the Third Reich leadership, including atrocities committed against the prisoners, particularly
Soviet soldiers. These were established through exhumations, examinations of human remain, and
corroborated eyewitness accounts. For example: «On the murder of Soviet prisoners of war by the Germans
in the fortress of Demblin (Ivangorod) and in some other German camps on the territory of Poland»
[Collection, 1948: 46]. After the war, the Soviet government sent the Extraordinary State Commission. Its
members included representatives of the Ministry of Justice, professors of medicine, chief forensic experts,
and other officials. From the Poland side, the commission included the Deputy Minister of Justice, the
Deputy Prosecutor of the Appellate Court, and the Deputy Prosecutor of the Warsaw District Court. Datner,
in his work «Crimes of the German-Fascist Wehrmacht against prisoners of war during the World War II»,
discusses several camps located in the territory of Poland, including the camp at Demblin, also known as
Frontstalag No. 307. According to Datner, this encompassed four facilities: Demblin, Zazheche, Ponyatova,
and the camp infirmary «Bolonia». Through this stalag, approximately 180,000 Soviet soldiers passed, with
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around 100,000 present at the end of 1941 and the beginning of 1942. Over 80,000 Soviet soldiers died in the
stalag [Datner, 1961: 361]. According to the commission, between 1941 and 1942, 132,000 Soviet soldiers
perished due to starvation, torture, shootings, poisoning, and the spread of infectious diseases [Collection,
1948: 4]. These figures provide insight into the daily life of Soviet prisoners and reflect one of the most
tragic aspects of the World War II: the mass extermination of prisoners of war. One such site of horrific
crimes was the Demblin fortress, known as Ivangorod. Here, as in other German camps in Poland, Soviet
military prisoners were subjected to systematic brutality and killing. These events require careful analysis not
only to understand the scale of the tragedy but also the underlying causes. Datner’s accounts discuss the
camps in Poland, providing commentary based on the work of the aforementioned commission.

From June 1941 until the end of the World War II, there is still no consensus among researchers
regarding the total number of Soviet soldiers captured by the Germans. For instance, the Poland scholar
Jakub Wojtkowiak, citing K. Streit in his article, estimates the total number of Soviet prisoners at 5.7
million, of whom 3.3 million (57.8%) died in captivity [Wojtkowiak, 2017: 18]. The question of why the
number is so high is addressed in K. Streit’s study, which is considered a «classic» in this field. As noted
above, the figures for the total number of Soviet military prisoners and those who perished in German
captivity are regarded as the most objective to date and remain evidence of the criminal actions of the fascist
regime.

Since 1990, a new stage has begun in the study of this issue. During this period, reference works and
encyclopedias containing information on Soviet prisoners of war began to appear, such as «Who Was Who
in the Great Patriotic War 1941-1945: A Concise Reference» and «Reference on the Preservation of
Documents on German Fascist Camps, Ghettos, Other Places of Forced Detention, and the Forced Labor of
Citizens to Germany and Other European Countries during the Great Patriotic War 1941-1945», among
others. In addition, the fate of Soviet prisoners of war is analyzed in N.P. Dembitsky’s research «Sudyba
Plennykh» («The Fate of Prisoners»), where the historiography of the Great Patriotic War is divided into two
stages. The first stage, 1941 — 1945, describes the initial period of research on the conditions of Soviet
prisoners of war. A key feature of this period was the relatively closed nature of information. During the war,
both Soviet and foreign press published only limited information, which included the harsh living conditions
of Soviet prisoners, the cruelty of German military personnel, and the failure of the Wehrmacht to comply
with international obligations. The second stage covers the years 1956 — 2003. This period is considered an
active phase in the scientific study of Soviet prisoners of war in the USSR and later in the post-independence
period. The starting point of research is the 29 June 1956 decree of the CPSU Central Committee and the
Council of Ministers of the USSR, «On the Elimination of Violations of the Rights of Former Prisoners of
War and Their Families», as well as the decisions of the 20th Party Congress. It should also be noted that
foreign historians studied this problem significantly earlier than Soviet researchers. Among them were E.
Andreeva, N. Bettl, A. Vert, D. Gerns, A. Dallin, S. Datner, N. Tolstoy, S. Frolich, I. Hoffmann, W. Shirer,
and others [Dembitsky, 2004].

The issue of prisoners of war, within the scope of this research, is examined through the example of
Soviet military personnel during the World War II, who constituted the largest category of victims. In
connection with this issue, research based on archival materials began to emerge in the 1990s. Scholar P.
Polyan, in his work, comprehensively and systematically described the fate of Soviet prisoners of war,
citizens subjected to forced labor by German occupiers in Germany during World War II, deported
individuals, and those who returned to the USSR after the war [Polyan, 2002]. Kazakh historian G.
Kokebayeva highlighted the significance of this study, noting that «the author considers Soviet prisoners of
war as defenseless victims crushed between two dictators» [Kokebayeva, 2022: 17]. Another foundational
work on this topic is P. Polyan and N. Pobl’s «Nam zapretili belyi svet...», which examines diaries of
captured soldiers, memoirs of military personnel, and post-war issues. The core of this collection is formed
by five diaries, including the diary of G.Saenko, a resident of occupied Taganrog; the accounts of two
Ostarbeiters, B.Andreev and V. Baranov; the diary of former prisoner of war Vasiliy Pakhomov, deported to
Germany as an Ostarbeiter; and the memoirs of military prisoner Sergey Voropaev [Polyan, 2006]. These
diaries represent unique primary sources, illustrating the personal experiences of civilians during the war,
forced laborers, and military prisoners. One such Kazakh soldier who was captured in a Poland concentration
camp was Sergey Voropaev, taken prisoner in 1943 at a young age. Voropaev kept a diary documenting the
harsh conditions and strict regime of the Nazi camp. His diary serves as both a personal chronicle and a
historical source, providing crucial testimony regarding the varied experiences encountered by Kazakh
soldiers in the Soviet army [Prostor, 2005: 135-149]. The reliance on primary sources is a defining feature of
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this work, as personal diaries and memoirs reveal subjective aspects of wartime experience that are often
absent from official documents. Such sources allow the study of World War II and its aftermath not merely
as a collection of political or military events, but as a reflection of daily life under occupation, the specific
features of camp regimes, and the socio — psychological consequences of forced labor and imprisonment.

Although research on the history and fate of Kazakh prisoners of war in the territory of Poland has been
limited within Kazakh historiography, there are nonetheless a number of domestic studies. The study of
Kazakh prisoners of war developed gradually, shaped by specific historical and political circumstances.
Chronologically, research begins with works produced in the immediate post-war years and continues
through the period of independence, during which legal, archival, and source-based opportunities expanded.
Over time, the scope and content of these studies have broadened: initially, the focus was on determining the
general contribution of Kazakh participants in the war, while later research treated the issue of prisoners of
war as an independent object of study. In this regard, the works discussed below highlight, in both a
chronological and source-based perspective, the evolution of the study of prisoners of war in Kazakh
historiography, the expansion of the documentary base, and the transformation of research methodologies.

These works include some of the earliest studies on Kazakh citizens who participated in World War II,
such as those by A. Nuspbekov [Nusupbekov, 1947: 73—-84], historian K.S. Aldazhumanov, articles by T.B.
Balakaev [Aldazhumanov, Balakaev, 1980: 113—124], as well as the works of Abylkhozhin and Kozybayev
[Abylkhozhin, 1997; Kozybayev, 1970].

In Kazakhstan, the study of prisoners of war was first supported legally through the Law of April 14,
1993, «On the Rehabilitation of Victims of Mass Political Repressionsy». In 1995, on the 50th anniversary of
Victory, R.N. Nurgaliyev published the multi-volume book series Bozdaxtar — Book of Memory
[Nurgaliyev, 1995], devoted to soldiers who went missing during the war.

Further advancement in this field was achieved in 2007 with G.K. Kokebayeva’s doctoral dissertation
Official Policies of Germany and the USSR on the Problem of Prisoners of War (1918-1955), which laid a
foundation for systematic research. In 2015, the Presidential Archive of the Republic of Kazakhstan
launched the project Prisoners of War in World War 11, aimed at creating a unified national database of
prisoners of war. As part of this project, the multifunctional system tutkyn.kz (tutkyn.kz) was developed,
designed to support comprehensive research with information resources, study the history of Soviet prisoners
of war, and document the fates of Kazakh military personnel. The website includes a list of over 30,000
individuals who were held as prisoners.

In 2016, G.M. Mendikulova and A.Zh. Gabdullina published a substantial article titled «Historiography
and sources of the problem of the Soviet prisoners-of-war of Kazakh ethnicity in the Second World War»
[Mendikulova, Gabdullina, 2020: 10-18]. The study examines the issue of Soviet prisoners of war during
World War II within both Kazakh and foreign sources and historiography. It considers works on prisoners of
war in Kazakhstan, Russia, and Belarus, including historiographical studies. However, documents related to
Soviet prisoners of war have not been thoroughly studied. In recent years, considerable efforts have been
devoted to searching for missing persons. Research teams investigate battle sites, and based on the collected
data, scientific articles and books are being published.

In periodical press, a comprehensive article by K.S. Aldazhumanov titled Kazakh Soldiers in Captivity
appeared in the «Zhas Kazakh» newspaper. The article addresses the broader issue of prisoners of war and,
while referencing the Bozdaktar book, challenges the figure of 7,046 soldiers reported as missing.
Aldazhumanov estimates that the number of missing corresponds approximately to 271,503 prisoners. The
article also examines conditions in the camps located in Czegstochowa, Suwatki, and Legionowo in Poland.
For example, it notes: «Of the 30,000 Turkic Muslim prisoners gathered in the Cz¢stochowa camp, only two
thousand survived. All others perished from typhus and other diseases» [Aldazhumanov, 2017: 11]. The
study emphasizes that the German authorities’ overall goal regarding prisoners of war was to exploit them
for economic purposes.

In 2017, the collection Survivors of the Hunger was published. The book recounts the experiences and
later lives of Red Army soldiers from the then South Kazakhstan region who were captured by German
forces during World War II and suffered severe hardships in concentration camps.

In 2022, scholar G.K. Kokebayeva published the monograph Fate in the Balance: Turkestan Prisoners of
War. The monograph examines the history and fate of Turkestan prisoners of war during World War II. The
book is based on previously unpublished data obtained from archives in Germany, Russia, and Poland
[Kokebayeva, 2022].
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In 2025, a scientific project titled The History and Experiences of Kazakh Prisoners of War in Nazi
Concentration Camps in Poland, Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and the Baltic States was launched under the
initiative of the Ch. Ch. Ualikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology. This project represents a significant
qualitative advance in Kazakh historiography concerning the study of prisoners of war. In particular, one of
the project’s research directions — the theoretical and spatial focus on the territory of Poland — holds special
significance. This is partly due to the fact that during World War II, Poland was one of the major nodes of
the Nazi concentration camp system, and partly because the concentration of Kazakh prisoners of war in this
area has been insufficiently studied in the historiography [2025: 192].

Conclusion. The fate of Kazakh military prisoners of war held in concentration camps on the territory
of Poland during the World War II can be fully understood only through historical research and archival
data. The results of the study show that during the Soviet period, the topic of prisoners of war was
ideologically «closed», with very few concrete data available, which were largely fragmented. For this
reason, the life, labor conditions, suffering, and national composition of Kazakh military prisoners in Poland
camps were not specially studied in Soviet historiography.

In the period of independent Kazakhstan, increased access to archival materials and the work of
researchers made it possible to introduce this topic into scientific discourse. Studies by Kazakh historians,
based on archival documents, memoirs, and official publications, opened the way for a systematic
examination of the fate of Soviet prisoners of war, including those from Kazakhstan. These sources provide
detailed information on the location of camps in Poland, the number of prisoners, camp regimes, forced
labor, burial of the deceased, and even specifics regarding the prisoners’ national composition.

The study has shown that the issue of Kazakh military prisoners is also significant in an international
historical context, as it sheds light on the humanitarian and ethical aspects of the World War II. Moreover,
scientific projects and databases developed during the years of independence (tutkyn.kz) have allowed for
the systematic study of the fate of Kazakh military prisoners and for reviving their memory in the collective
consciousness.

In conclusion, research on the history of Kazakh military prisoners in Poland camps is still far from
complete. Future studies should focus on individual fates, the specifics of national composition, conditions in
particular camps, causes of suffering, and the use of prisoners for labor. Such research is essential for
restoring historical justice and preserving the memory of war victims. It will also help uncover important
«historical gap» in the history of Kazakhstan and transmit the courage and heroism of war victims to future
generations.
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