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Abstract. Introduction. This study explores the representation of Turkey during the Ataturk era in Soviet
publications, focusing on how «Pravda» and «lzvestia» framed Turkish-Soviet relations. The relevance of
this research lies in the limited academic examination of the period’s media coverage and its role in
shaping diplomatic perceptions. The study highlights the geopolitical significance of Turkish-Soviet
interactions and their portrayal within the ideological framework of the Soviet press. Methods and Materials.
The research employs content analysis, event analysis, and discourse analysis to examine Soviet narratives
about Turkey. Archival issues of «Pravda» and «Izvestia» (1920-1938) were analyzed alongside secondary
sources on Soviet media strategies and Turkish foreign policy. This methodological approach enables a
systematic assessment of media-driven representations and their alignment with Soviet ideological priorities.
Results. The findings reveal a strategic narrative in Soviet newspapers, where Turkey was depicted as an
emerging partner in the fight against Western imperialism. However, coverage fluctuated based on
geopolitical shifts. «Pravda» emphasized ideological solidarity, while «lzvestia» presented a more pragmatic
and diplomatic stance. The study identifies key themes in Soviet discourse, such as Turkey’s modernization
efforts, its foreign policy alignment, and its role in regional geopolitics. Conclusions. This research
contributes to a deeper understanding of how media narratives influenced Soviet perceptions of Turkey
and vice versa. By analyzing historical press coverage, the study sheds light on the intersection of
propaganda, diplomacy, and political ideology.
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Anparna. Kipicne. 3eprrey sxymbicbl Kenec OparbiHbIH Oacrace3 OerTepiHiae ATaTypik aoyipiHaeri
TypkusHBIH Kanaldl CHIATTAIFaHBIH JKaH-)KaKThl TaljayFa apHamraH. Atan aiiTkanpma, «lIpaBma» sxoHe
«M3Bectrst» TazeTTepiHIeri kapusiaHeIMmap Heriziame Typkus meH Kenec Omarbl apachIHIAFbl CasiCH,
TUTUTOMATHSIIBIK JKOHE HICOJIOTHSUIBIK KAaTBIHACTApBIH KOpIHIC Taly epeKIIermiKTepi KapacThIPbLIAIbI.
3epTTeyAiH ©3eKTiTri — OChl Ke3eHJEerl aklapaTThIK MaTephualIapIblH JKETKUTIKCI3 3epTTenyiMeH Karap,
ONApABIH CON JIJyipAeri KOFaMIbIK TIKipre, IUIUIOMATHSIIBIK IIENIMJepre >KOHE HICONOTHSUTBIK
YCTaHBIM/IapFa BIKNAIBIH aHbIKTayFa OarbiTTanazpl. Maxkama Kenec-Typkusi KapbIM-KaThIHACTapBIHBIH
reocasiCi MaHBI3JBUIBIFBIH allbll, onapablH KeHec Oacmaces3iHze KaHIail TOCUTAEPMEH YCHIHBUIFaHBIH
KOepceTyre TBIPBICAABL. Odicmep MeH Mamepuanoap. 3epTTey OapbICBIHAA Ma3MYHIBIK Talnay, Tapuxu
OKHUFaJapAbl capaiay, ce3 KOJJAHBICBIH 3epPTTEeYy odicTepi KOJAaHBUIABI. bacTel aepexkke3zep peTiHIe
«IIpaBma» xome «M3Bectus» raszerrepiniH 1920-1938 xpiimapmarbl apXUBTIK OachUIBIMAAPHI aJIBIHBIIL,
Kenec Oacmace3iHiH aKmapar TapaTy CTpaTerusichl MeH ATaTYPIKTiH CBIPTKBI casicaThlHa KaTHICTBHI KOCHIMIIIA
3epTTeyNep KapacTelpeUiabpl. MyHmait 3eprrey omici KeHec akmapaT KypanmapbslHbIH Typkus KaibiHIa
KaJIBIITACTBIPFAaH OCWHECIH XKYHem Typle TangayFa MyMKIHIIK Oepeni. Homuoiwcenep. 3epTTey HOTHXKENEpi
Kenec Oacpubimmapsiaga Typkus Pecrybonukacer Kenec OmarbiHbIH baThic BIKDAbIHA KApChl KYpeceTiH
OJIaKTachl PETiH/e CUTIATTATYbIH KopceTeni. Anaiina Oyl Mocele Teocasic e3repicrepre 0aiaHBICTBI YHEMI
e3repin oteipraH. «lIpaBna» razeri Typkusabl KeHec OnarbIMeH UIEOIOTHSUIIBIK YHIECTITT OPTaK €11 PEeTiHJIe
kepcerce, «M3BecTrs» Tra3eTi MoceleHI HEFYpJbIM IPAarMaTHKAIBIK KOHE IUIUIOMATHSUIBIK TYPFBIIAH
Kapactbipansl. KeHec OachutbiMmapbiaaa TYpKUSHBIH KaHFBIPTY pedopmanapbl, OHBIH CHIPTKBI CasicaTTarbl
OpHBI JKOHE alMaKTBIK TeocascaTrTarbl pelli TaNKbUIAHIBL. Kopbimbinosl. 3epTTey KYMBICH OYKapalbiK
aKmapar KypangapelHOarbl OasHmaynapnaeiH  KeHec  OmarbiHmarel  Typkusira JIeTeH  KO3KapacThl
KaJIBIITACTBHIPYAAFbl, COHJIAI-aK TYpiK-KEHEC KAThIHACTAphIHA BIKMAI €TYJETi peiiH TepeHipeK TYCiHyTre
MYMKiHIiK Oepeni. Kenec Oacmacesinzeri Tapuxu MaTepHaiiapibl Tangay HacuxaT, JUIJIOMATHSA >KOHE
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casiCM HWJCOJOTHS apachlHAarbl ©3apa OalJaHBICTBI aHBIKTAyFa MYMKIHJIK Oepeli, CoHmai-ak Oy
(daxTopnapAblH aKMmapaTTBIK cascaT IIeH CBIPTKbI CasCH PUTOPHUKAHBI KaJBIITACTBHIPYAAFbl MaHBI3BIH
KepceTei.

Tyiiin ce3gep: ATaTypik, KeHeCTIK Oacnaces, TypiK-KeHec KaTbIHACTAPbI, CAsICH YTiT-HACHXAT, TUCKYPCTBIK
Tangay, CBIPTKBI cascaTTarbl aknapaTThIK OasHaaymap, TYPKITUIAEC eniep.

Aarbic: byn 3eprrey skymbichl Kazakcran PecrmyOiuKkachl FBUIBIM JKOHE JKOFAphl OUTIM MUHUCTPJIITIHIH
Fruieim komuteTiMeH Kapxbutanaeipabl (Ipant Ne AP 19676634).

Hoiiexco3 ymin: bazapbaee K., Aiimapbex A., Kememr M. Artarypik pnoyipingeri Typkus KeHecCTik
OaceutbivMaapaa («[IpaBma» xone «M3BecTHs» raserTepiHiH Marepuanaapbl Herizinae) // OTaH TapuXbl
2025. T. 28. Ne 1. 177-185-66. (arbut.). DOI: 10.51943/2788-9718_2025 28 1_177-185
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AHHOTamms. Bsedenue. [laHHOE WCCIEIOBaHWE TIIOCBSIIEHO AaHAW3Y IPENCTaBIeHUsS TypIuu >SMOXH
ATaTiopKa B COBETCKHMX IIyOJHMKauusxX, B 4acTHOCTH B raserax «llpaBma» u «M3BecTusi». AKTyaJlbHOCTb
HCCIIeIOBAHUS 00YCIIOBJIEHA HEAOCTATOYHOW M3yUYEHHOCTHIO OCBEILEHHS TYPELKO-COBETCKUX OTHOLICHHUH B
COBETCKOM mpecce, a Takke poiasio CMM B (opMHpOBaHWH AWIUIOMATHYECCKHX W HICOJOTHICCKIX
BOCHPHUATHI TOTO BpeMeHH. PaboTa mogaepKkuBaeT reonoJuTHYECKOe 3HaUeHNe B3auMoieiicTBust Typrim 1
Coserckoro Coro3a W €ro WHTEPIIPETAIUI0 B COBETCKOM WH(MOPMAIIOHHOM MPOCTpaHCTBe. Memodwul u
Mamepuanvl. B rccnenoBaHny UCTIONB3YIOTCA KOHTEHT-aHAIN3, HBEHT-aHAJIM3 U AUCKYPCUBHBIM aHAIN3 IS
H3yYEHHs] COBETCKMX HappaTHBOB O Typumu. B kauecTBe MCTOUYHHMKOB HCIOJNB30BaHBI APXHUBHBIC BBIITYCKH
razet «lIpaBma» u «M3Bectus» (1920—1938 rr.), a Takke BTOPUYHBIE HCTOYHUKH IO CTPATETHSIM COBETCKOM
npeccsl U BHemHed monutuke Typuuu. Takoil METOAONOrMYECKUH MOIXOJ MO3BOJSET CHUCTEMATUYECKU
orleHuTh BisiHUE coBeTcknx CMMU Ha Bocmpusitue Typiinu B coBeTCKOM oO1mecTBe. Pezyismamul. B xome
HCCIICIOBAHUS BBIABJICHO, YTO COBETCKHE ra3eThl (JOPMHUPOBAIM CTpAaTErMYeCKUi HappaTwB, H300paxas
Typumio kKak colo3HHKa B OoppOe NPOTUB 3amagHoro ummnepuanniMa. OIHAKO XapakTep OCBELICHHUS
W3MEHSUICS] B 3aBUCMOCTH OT I'€ONOJIMTHYECKON cuTyauuu. ['azera «llpaBmay akueHTHpOBana BHUMaHue Ha
uaeonorndeckoit conugaproctu Typuun ¢ CCCP, Torna kak «M3Bectusi» npeaiarany 0ojiee nparMaTHIHYO
W JUIUIOMAaTUYECKYIO OLEHKY. AHQJIN3 TaKKe BBIABMI KIIOYEBBIE TEMBI COBETCKOIO AMCKypca:
MOJICpHU3ALMOHHbIE pe)OpMbl ATaTIOpKa, BHELIHENOIUTUYECKUI Kypc Typunu u ee MECTO B perHOHaIbHON
reonoNnuTHKe. 3Jaknouenue. JlaHHOE uccinenoBaHue crocoOcTByeT Oojiee riryOOKOMY IMOHMMAHHUIO TOTO,
KakuM 00pa3oM MeauiiHble HappaTuBbl GopmupoBanu Boctpuarie Typiun B CoBerckom Corose, a Takxe, B
CBOIO OYEpE/b, OTPAXKaJIN COBETCKO-TYPELKHE OTHOLIEHHA. AHAJIN3 HCTOPUYECKHX MAaTEpUaAIOB COBETCKOM
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Mpecchl TIO3BOJISIET BBIIBUTH B3aUMOCBSI3b MEXAY MPOMaraHjaod, IUIJIOMaTHEH W MOJMTHYECKOU

UICONIOTHEH, JEeMOHCTPHUPYs, Kak O3TH (akTopsl omnpeaensiaun HHOOPMAIMOHHOE OCBEIEHHE |

BHEIIHETIOIUTHYECKYIO PUTOPHKY.

KualoueBble ciaoBa: ArtaTiopk, COBETCKas IIpecca, TYPELKO-COBETCKHE OTHOIIEHHS, MOJUTHYECKas

mponaranja, AMCKyPCHUBHBIA aHaN3, BHEIIHEIONUTHYECKHE HAPPATHBBI, TIOPKOS3BIYHBIE CTPAHBI.

Baaropapuocrs: [lanHoe uccienoBanue ¢uHaHcupyercss KomureTrom Haykum MuUHHUCTEpCTBA HAyKd M

BhICIIIEro oopazoBanus Pecniyonuku Kazaxcran (I'pant Ne AP 19676634).

s untupoBanus: bazap6aes K., Aiinapoek A., Kenem M. Typuus B 3moxy ATaTiopka B COBETCKHX

n3ganusx (mo marepuanam razet «lIpasna» u «M3Bectusi») / Ortan Tapuxsl. 2025. T. 28. Ne 1. C. 177-185.
(na anrn.). DOI: 10.51943/2788-9718_2025_ 28 1_177-185

Introduction. Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the first President of Turkey, played a pivotal role in shaping
the country’s foreign policy, particularly in its relations with Soviet Russia. His diplomatic strategy carefully
balanced pragmatic cooperation with the USSR while safeguarding Turkey’s sovereignty and advancing
its modernization initiatives. Previous research on Turkish-Soviet relations has primarily focused on the
economic dimensions of bilateral interactions (Ucar and Saylan, 2020:104-107), covering periods before
the First World War, during the era of the Ottoman and Russian Empires, and subsequently, between the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) and the Republic of Turkey. These studies indicate a notable
shift towards rapprochement following the collapse of the empires, persisting until the onset of the
Second World War. This trend is further corroborated by analyses of trade relations between the USSR and
Turkey (Bozkurt, 2019:286).

A preliminary examination of studies on the process of rapprochement between Soviet Russia and
Turkey, following years of geopolitical confrontation (Tsvetkova, 2018:77-114), suggests that their
relationship was established not on ideological grounds but rather on pragmatic considerations. Additionally,
research into the foundations of modern Turkish politics (Shamarina, 2021:120-128) highlights a strong
continuity between Ataturk-era political practices and contemporary political structures, reinforcing the
relevance of historical diplomatic strategies in shaping Turkey’s modern governance. Despite the
significance of Turkish-Soviet relations during Ataturk’s tenure, the majority of existing scholarship has
predominantly concentrated on the Cold War period (Sokolova, 2022:12). However, a more comprehensive
examination of the diplomatic interactions during Ataturk’s presidency is essential for understanding the
foundations of Turkish-Soviet cooperation and its long-term implications.

The relationship between these two states, which were adversaries during the First World War, has
been explored to a lesser extent compared to the alliance between the Ottoman Empire and Germany.
Existing studies predominantly focus on the activities of Ottoman soldiers who fought on the Galician front
(Reynolds, 2021:333-358). Therefore, examining Soviet Russia’s rhetoric toward the newly reformed
Turkey will provide valuable insights into the nature of bilateral relations during this period. Additionally,
it will contribute to the body of literature investigating the diplomatic and cultural interactions that
emerged following the collapse of the empires after the First World War. One of the existing studies on this
subject highlights the particular attention Soviet periodicals devoted to the dissolution of the Ottoman
Empire and the establishment of the Turkish Republic (Yurdigul and Cakar, 2019:273-294). It also
underscores the press’s role as a tool for information control and propaganda. Furthermore, this period
is closely linked to the history of Russian émigrés (commonly referred to as the « White Emigrationy), who
fled the civil war and the subsequent Bolshevik consolidation of power, seeking refuge in Turkey.
This aspect underscores the cultural dimension of Soviet-Turkish relations (Budnitskiy, 2019). The objective
of this study is to examine the cultural and political relations between Soviet Russia and Turkey as reflected
in Soviet press coverage. Specifically, it aims to analyze the rhetoric of Soviet newspapers from the
perspective of the socialist regime, compare the portrayal of Turkey in Soviet publications with that in the
press of Austria, Hungary, and Afghanistan, and ultimately identify the primary motivations behind the
establishment and development of strong Soviet-Turkish relations.

Materials and Methods. The study of how Soviet publications covered events in Turkey during
Ataturk’s rule, along with the analysis of newspaper articles and reports, necessitates the application of
reliable and methodologically sound approaches. The findings must accurately reflect historical reality and
adhere to the principles of evidence-based research. To achieve this, the study employed the following
methods: historical analysis of scientific and literary sources, the historical-genetic method, the historical-
systemic method, diachronic analysis, synthesis and deduction, and comparative analysis.
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The first stage of the study involved selecting a relevant research topic that had not been
comprehensively addressed by previous scholars. This was accomplished through the analysis of historical
scientific and literary sources, which facilitated a review of prior research on how Turkish history,
particularly during the Ataturk era, was covered in periodicals. As a result, the political and cultural relations
between Turkey and Soviet Russia were identified as the primary focus of this study.

The analysis distinguished between articles published in «Pravda» and «lzvestia», examining their
thematic coverage separately. The second stage entailed collecting primary and secondary sources relevant
to the research topic, including archival editions of «Pravda» and «lzvestia». Additionally, materials
regarding Turkey’s portrayal in the periodicals of Austria, Hungary, and Afghanistan were gathered from
studies conducted by international scholars.

The third stage of the research applied the historical-systemic method, along with synthesis and
deduction techniques. A thorough analysis of the collected information required a historical-systemic
approach to contextualize newspaper articles within the broader historical framework of the 1920s and
1930s, during which the press played a crucial role in shaping political discourse. The synthesis method
facilitated the identification of a cohesive ideological structure underlying Soviet coverage of Turkish-
Soviet relations. The deductive method was also employed, leading to logical conclusions based on the
premise that Soviet media, lacking independent private outlets and subjected to state censorship, often
provided a selective and ideologically driven portrayal of international events. This state-controlled media
environment influenced how foreign affairs, including Turkey’s political developments, were framed in
Soviet publications.

The fourth stage of the research involved diachronic and comparative analysis. Through diachronic
analysis, the study period was divided into two distinct phases: Before 1923, characterized by the formation
of both the Turkish Republic and Soviet Russia amid civil wars, the collapse of empires, economic
instability, and the search for new political alliances. After 1923, marked by Ataturk’s presidency and the
official establishment of diplomatic and consular relations between Moscow and Ankara. The final stage of
the study employed the historical-genetic method, which facilitated the identification of the causal
relationships underlying Turkish-Soviet relations during the examined period. This approach allowed for
a comprehensive analysis of the root causes and motivations that shaped the policies and strategic
decisions of both parties, providing a deeper understanding of the historical dynamics that influenced their
diplomatic interactions.

Results. In 1920, Mustafa Kemal addressed a letter to the Soviet government requesting financial
and military assistance from Soviet Russia. In this correspondence, he expressed his commitment to
maintaining and strengthening Turkish-Soviet relations, proposing a joint struggle against Western
imperialism. On June 9, 1920, «lzvestia» published a response from the Soviet People's Commissar for
Foreign Affairs, G.V. Chicherin, addressed to Mustafa Kemal, the leader of the Grand National Assembly of
Turkey (GNAT).

In his reply, Chicherin acknowledged Kemal’s readiness, as well as that of the GNAT, to combat
imperialism, including through military means, and emphasized a shared objective of liberating oppressed
nations. Referring to the foreign policy principles of the newly formed Turkish government, Chicherin
suggested that ongoing negotiations with the GNAT could facilitate the precise demarcation of Turkey’s
borders with Persia (modern Iran) and Armenia. Furthermore, the Soviet government stated that, to
resolve this matter and uphold the right to self-determination, a delegation of Soviet diplomats was prepared
to travel to Ankara at the invitation of the Turkish side to act as mediators.

Additionally, Chicherin proposed the formal establishment of diplomatic relations and the opening of
consulates in both countries. He further remarked:

«The Soviet government is closely following the heroic struggle of the Turkish people for
independence and sovereignty. In these challenging times, the bonds of friendship should unite the Turkish
and Russian peoples» (lIzvestia, No. 12, 1920).

At the beginning of 1921, Turkish-Soviet relations experienced a temporary cooling due to the
arrest and execution of several communists in Turkey (Emelianova, 2018:238-249). This move may have
been an attempt by the Kemalist government to signal a more favorable stance toward Britain ahead of
the 1921 London Conference. However, as the outcomes of the conference failed to meet Turkish
expectations, Mustafa Kemal once again sought closer ties with Soviet Russia.
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In response to these developments, «Pravda» published an article stating that the GNAT contained a
«solid core of communists who recognized the possibility of combining Soviet governance methods with
the caliphate in Turkey and the broader Muslim world» (Pravda, No. 81, 1921).

When Mustafa Kemal Ataturk assumed the presidency of Turkey in 1923, Pravda reprinted a telegram
from M.I. Kalinin, Chairman of the USSR Central Executive Committee (CEC). The telegram was infused
with Soviet ideological rhetoric, referencing «foreign oppressors» and the «despotic monarchyy that had
been abolished: «Chairman of the USSR CEC, Comrade Kalinin, addressed the Turkish people and
government with the following message: «On behalf of the peoples of the USSR and the allied government,
I extend my heartfelt greetings to the fraternal Turkish people and the friendly government of Turkey on
the occasion of the official proclamation of the Turkish Republic, which has permanently ended the
despotic monarchical regime. | congratulate you, Marshal Gazi Mustafa Kemal Pasha, on your election
as President of the Turkish Republic, recognizing in you the distinguished leader of the heroic Turkish
struggle against foreign oppression and the chosen head of the friendly Turkish Republic. | express my
unwavering confidence that the enduring bonds of friendship between the peoples and governments
of Turkey and the USSR will continue to strengthen, fostering the prosperity of both nations» (Pravda,
No. 81, 1921).

This statement reflected the Soviet government's assurance that Turkish-Soviet friendship would
continue to grow and develop under Ataturk’s leadership. In response, Mustafa Kemal himself reaffirmed
his commitment to further strengthening Turkish-Soviet relations (Bagiev, 2008:72-76).

Cultural exchange between the USSR and Turkey extended beyond political and economic spheres,
reaching into sports diplomacy. One notable example was the 1925 visit of Soviet football players to Turkey,
which generated significant public interest and fostered positive sentiments among both Turkish spectators
and Soviet athletes.

Participants of the Soviet delegation later shared their experiences in «lzvestia», describing the warm
reception they received: «At each stop along our journey, we were welcomed with banners, orchestras, and
renditions of the Internationale. Our arrival stirred great excitement throughout Angora. On the day of the
match, the entire population turned out, including the Council of Ministers, deputies of the Grand National
Assembly, and our embassy staff, all present at the stadium. This trip has played—and will continue to
play—a significant role in strengthening mutual ties between the USSR and Turkey» (lzvestia, No. 29,
1925).

This passage not only exemplifies characteristic Soviet rhetoric but also highlights how the
Turkish government sought to demonstrate respect for Soviet symbols and diplomatic presence (Alieva,
2020:31-38).

In the years following Ataturk’s rise to power, Turkey underwent a series of significant reforms and
modernization efforts aimed at aligning the country with international standards. Among these were the
calendar and measurement system reforms (1925-1931), which standardized timekeeping and units of
measurement to match globally accepted formats. In 1926, a legislative process began to grant women equal
rights with men, culminating in the official recognition of women’s suffrage in 1934. Another major
reform occurred in 1928, when Turkey adopted the Latin alphabet, replacing the Ottoman Turkish script,
which was derived from the Arabic alphabet. This linguistic transformation facilitated Turkey’s further
integration with Europe and signaled a deliberate shift away from cultural influences associated with the
Arab world. Additionally, Turkey embarked on a large-scale infrastructure initiative (1933-1937) as part of
its First and Second Industrial Development Plans, focusing on expanding the national road network to
support economic growth.

On July 5, 1937, «Pravda» published an article on an official visit by Turkish ministers to the USSR,
citing various Soviet and Turkish sources. Notably, the report exclusively presented positive commentary on
Soviet-Turkish relations: «<ANKARA, July 3. The Turkish press is focusing on the upcoming visit to
Moscow on July 12 by Turkish Foreign Minister Tevfik Rusu Aras and Interior Minister Sukru Kaya.
Almost all major newspapers today have provided summaries and analyses highlighting the promising
development of Soviet-Turkish friendly relations» (Pravda, No. 183, 1937).

A Jumhuriyet editorial by Yu. Nadi, titled «Soviet-Turkish Friendship», further reinforced this
sentiment: «We experience profound and unwavering satisfaction in affirming our enduring friendship
with the USSR, a relationship that has never wavered and has only strengthened despite the complexities
of the international landscape. This ever-growing Turkish-Soviet friendship is not a mere rhetorical
expression or an emotional statement; it is a living, enduring alliance rooted in the very principles that
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established it». The editorial also underscored the role of Turkish-Soviet cooperation in maintaining global
peace, asserting: «Regardless of differing perspectives, we firmly believe that our neighboring country is
home to a great and friendly people. It is essential to recognize this nation’s significance in the broader
interests of world peace. « Similarly, journalist Ahmet Emin Yalman, in an editorial for Tan, commented
on the symbolic importance of Siikrii Kaya’s visit to Moscow. As General Secretary of the Republican
People’s Party (CHP) and a key figure in Turkey’s social, economic, and political life, Kaya’s diplomatic
engagement underscored Turkey’s commitment to strengthening relations with the Soviet Union. Yalman
emphasized the broader significance of this partnership: «Both nations have rapidly positioned themselves
as proactive advocates for world peace. Despite joining the League of Nations later than most member
states, the USSR and Turkey have embraced its principles more thoroughly than many of its longstanding
members. On every occasion, they have demonstrated a sincere dedication to fostering and spreading this
spirit of international cooperationy.

This collection of statements illustrates the strategic depth of Soviet-Turkish relations during the late
1930s, as both nations sought to position themselves as key contributors to global stability amid an
increasingly volatile international landscape. In the late 1930s, Soviet and Turkish leaders continued to
emphasize their strong bilateral ties, with the Turkish press frequently highlighting the alignment of their
political interests. Journalist Azim Us, writing in the newspaper Kurun, stated: «The interests of Turkey
and the Soviet Union do not conflict in any area. On the contrary, the two nations share a complete unity of
views regarding the organization of peace in Europe.Soviet-Turkish cooperation represents an independent
and invaluable contribution to maintaining stability in modern Europe. We consider it a matter of
conscience and humanism to emphasize this truth, which is supported by numerous concrete examples».

Meanwhile, «Pravda» reported on the official visit of Turkish Interior Minister Sukru Kaya,
accompanied by Rahmi, a member of the Central Committee of the People's Party, and Dr. Sukru Osman,
a member of parliament. Their journey to Moscow followed a route via Constanta, Bucharest, and Prague:

«Ankara, July 4. This afternoon, Turkish Minister of the Interior and General Secretary of the
People's Party Sukru Kaya, accompanied by Rahmi and MP Dr. Sukru Osman, departed from Istanbul
by steamship to Constanta, from where they will travel to Moscow via Bucharest and Prague" (Pravda,
No. 31, 1938).

The final article in «Pravda» regarding this period was a biographical tribute to Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk following his death in 1938. The article summarized his legacy as Turkey’s president, emphasizing
his transformative political and cultural reforms: «After leading the defeat of imperialist intervention,
Mustafa Kemal implemented a series of major political and cultural reforms that fundamentally reshaped
Turkey. On November 1, 1922, the Sultanate was abolished. On October 29, 1923, Turkey was officially
proclaimed a republic, and Mustafa Kemal was elected its first president. In April 1920, shortly after the
establishment of the Turkish Grand National Assembly, Mustafa Kemal wrote to the Soviet government,
proposing the establishment of diplomatic relations. From that moment forward, Turkey and the USSR
maintained close and friendly ties» (Pravda, No. 31, 1938).

With the passing of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, Turkey's foreign policy underwent significant changes.
His successor, Ismet Indnii, not only integrated opposition figures into leadership positions but also
pursued a policy of rapprochement with Western countries. This strategic realignment, coupled with
Turkey’s neutral stance during World War II, contributed to a cooling of Turkish-Soviet relations, marking
a departure from the close cooperation of the Ataturk era.

Discussion D. Stone’s study examines the period between the First and Second World Wars in
Turkey, a time when the nationalist movement emerged and gained significant traction under the leadership
of Nihal Atsiz, a Turkish ideologist, writer, and political figure (Stone, 2013:57-77). Pan-Turkist nationalist
groups, which followed Atsiz’s ideology, strongly opposed any form of cooperation with the Soviet Union,
perceiving communism as an antagonistic ideology that fundamentally contradicted the doctrine of the
nation-state a principle that Ataturk himself had upheld.

The Grand National Assembly of Turkey Grand National Assembly of Turkey (GNAT)’s policy of
diplomatic rapprochement with Moscow was met with sharp criticism from Turkish nationalists, who
denounced Kemalism in articles published in the nationalist journal Orhun. They accused the Kemalist
government of rewriting history textbooks and warned that closer ties with the USSR would enable
Soviet influence to expand within Turkey, which, in their view, was dangerous given the long history of
hostility between the Ottoman and Russian Empires spanning over 250 years.
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The broader rejection of Soviet ideology within segments of Turkish society is further explored in
I. Ayturk’s research on the criticism of Kemalism from the 1930s to the 1960s (Ayturk, 2011:308-335).
This opposition was largely rooted in the Soviet Union’s colonization of Turkic peoples, which
reinforced nostalgia for the Ottoman Empire’s former grandeur. The ideological struggle between Turkish
nationalists and communists also extended to cultural assimilation policies promoted by the Soviet Union
in its attempt to create a homogeneous «Soviet identity». However, these efforts failed to account for the
deeply spiritual and traditional significance of national identity that Turks associated with their cultural
heritage.

Despite their opposition to Ataturk, Turkish nationalists acknowledged the necessity of Realpolitik,
an approach that prioritized pragmatic state-building over ideological concerns. However, this did not
prevent Atsiz from directly identifying the USSR as an enemy, dedicating several articles to vehemently
criticizing communism. The existence of such open criticism in the Turkish press starkly contrasted with
the highly censored and ideologically controlled media environment of the Soviet Union, illustrating the
greater degree of freedom of expression and the fundamentally different political systems of the Turkish
Republic and the USSR.

The analysis distinguishes between the articles from 'Pravda’ and 'lzvestia’, examining their thematic
coverage separately. No such deep motives were found in the articles of the newspapers «Pravda» and
«lzvestia» reviewed in the course of this study. The Soviet press chose as its primary goal in covering
Turkey the confirmation of the correctness of the actions of the Soviet government.

Conclusions. The findings of this study indicate that the Soviet press coverage of Turkey during the
Ataturk era was primarily propagandistic, characterized by an unquestioning endorsement of the Soviet
government's chosen course in international relations. These publications did not provide a comprehensive
or nuanced portrayal of Turkish-Soviet relations, but rather sought to reinforce the Soviet ideological
framework. It is evident that during the 1920s and 1930s, the Turkish government was neither ideologically
aligned with socialism nor committed to socialist principles in any formal capacity. Instead, the Soviet
Union’s diplomatic engagement with Ataturk and the Grand National Assembly of Turkey (GNAT) was
largely strategic, based on the principle that «the enemy of my enemy is my friend», with Western powers
serving as the common adversary. Furthermore, within the Soviet Union, state-controlled media framed
Ataturk as a champion against imperialist ambitions, a depiction that conveniently aligned with Soviet
ideological narratives. These factors contributed to the perception of Turkey as a strategic ally in the
Soviet Union’s broader struggle against capitalism.

Additionally, as tensions escalated in the years leading up to World War 1l, the Soviet government’s
geopolitical concerns intensified. The prospect of foreign influence over territories bordering the Soviet
Union heightened anxieties in Moscow, reinforcing the necessity of securing friendly or at least neutral
states along its periphery. In response, Soviet foreign policy employed a multifaceted approach, leveraging
not only military force but also economic agreements, diplomatic engagement, and cultural exchanges
to prevent the encroachment of potentially hostile powers near Soviet borders.
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