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Abstract. Introduction. This article explores the history of Kazakh migration to Iran. The migration was
closely linked to political changes, military conflicts, economic hardships. The article describes the cultural
characteristics of the Kazakhs in Iran, their adaptation to the local society, and efforts to preserve ethnic
identity. The research is based on historical data and contemporary academic studies. Objective. The
objective is to analyze the main causes, stages, and sociocultural consequences of Kazakh migration.
Materials and Methods. Using a historical-chronological methodology the migration of Kazakhs in Iran,
further development, the everyday life were systematized. A culturally-historical comparative method was
applied to examine the adaptation. The migration of Kazakhs to Iran was analyzed through comparative
analysis based on materials from foreign and domestic sources. Results. The analysis clarified the statistical
size of the Kazakh diaspora in Iran. It revealed the history of the formation of Kazakhs in Iran within foreign
communities. Information on the adaptation of Kazakhs to the socio-cultural environment in Iran was
systematized. A range of data on religious beliefs, linguistic environment, and social conditions was also
compiled. Conclusion. Today, about 5,000 Kazakhs live in Iran (in the cities Gorgan, Bandar Torkaman, and
Gonbad-e Kavus). During century Kazakhs in Iran in a Shia-dominated environment have built their own
mosques (six in total) and continue to adhere to the Sunni Hanafi madhhab. Although Persian is the official
language for the entire population according to the Constitution of Iran, Kazakhs still speak their native
language in everyday life. In further research, materials from Iranian and other archives will be analyzed, and
data on the preservation of national traditions, national clothing, cuisine and other cultural characteristics of
the Kazakhs in Iran will be updated.

Keywords: Diaspora, Kazakh migration, Kazakhs in Iran, resettlement, cultural adaptation, ethnic identity,
social consequences

For citation: Zhuandykova A.D., Iskakov K.A. The history of Kazakh migration to Iran: causes, stages and
consequences // Otan tarihy. 2025. Vol. 28. No 3. Pp. 553-562. [In Eng.].
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KA3AKTAPJAbIH MPAHFA KOHBIC AYJAPY TAPUXBI: CEBEIITEPI, KESEH/JEPI
7KIOHE CAJIJIAPBI
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Angarna. Kipicne. byn wakamaga kaszakrapaplH paHfa KOHBIC ayaapy TapuXbl KapacThIpbLIabl.
Kazakrapaeiy Mpanra kemry yzepici keOiHe casCH ©3repiCTepMEH, OCKepH KaKTBHIFBICTApMEH JKOHE
HSKOHOMHKAJIBIK KUBIHIBIKTAPMEH THIFBI3 OalmaHbIcThl Oonranbl kepcerineni. Connaii-ak Makanana Mpanra
KOHBICTaHFaH Ka3aKTapAblH MOJCHHM EpEKLICTIKTepl, XEeprulikri Koramfra OeHiMAedy >KOJapbl KoHE
STHHUKAJIBIK Oipereilirin cakranm Kaly opeKeTTepi cumaTTanaibl. 3epTTey TapuXu JEpeKTep MEH 3aMaHayd
FBUIBIMH €HOeKTepre HeriznenreH. Maxcamwi.  3epTTey OapbIChIHAA Ka3aK MUTPALMACBIHBIH HETisri
cebenrepi, Ke3eHEPi )KOHE OHBIH JICYMETTIK-MOJCHHU cajiapiapblH Tangay. Mamepuandap men adicmep.
Makanasbl ka3y OapbIChIHIA TapUXU-XPOHOJOTHUSIIBIK SAicHamMa KeMmeriMeH VpaH Ka3akKTapbIHBIH KOl
KOHYBI XOHE OHBIH 9pi Kapail Jamybl, XaJlbIKTapAblH TYPMBIC TIipIILIiri MEH OHBIH JaMy 3aHIbUIBIKTaphI
xyhenenai. MoneHu, Tapuxu cumnarra, OediMaeny npoleciH calbICThIpy aici Konaansuiabl. Llerennik xone
OTaHIBIK JIEPEKKO3AEPIAiH MaTepruangapbl HETi31HIE CaJbICTBIPMAalIbl TANJay apKbUIbl KOIIi-KOH KYOBUIBICHI
KapacTeIpbuiabl. Homuowcenep. Tanpmay Oapwiceinaa Mpangarbl Kazak IUAcIOPAachIHBIH CTATHCTHUKAIBIK
XaJbIK CaHbl HAaKThUIAHIBL. VMpaH Ka3akTapblHBIH KaJbIITACy TapUXbl IIETENJEri Ka3aKTapAblH KYpFaH
KaybIMIACTBIKTAaphl Typalibl MAJIIMET alKbIHAaNAbl. VpaHAarbl Ka3akTapAblH QJICYMETTIK-MOICHH OpTara
Oeilimaenyi >xailuibl akmaparTap Kyienenai. MaceneH, JiHU ceHiMi, TIJIIK OpTachl, 9JCyMETTIK JKafaailiapel
XKainel OipkaTap MamiMmerTep >xyieneHin Oepinmi. Kopeimwuinowi. byriari xyHi Mpanpa (Herisri Oemiri
l'opran, bangap Typiamen, Kymben KaByc kananmapeana) mamamer 5 000 amam typansl. paH kKazakrapsl
MIEHITTIK opTaga Oip FackIpra KYBIK eMip cypce e, ©3AepiHiH (aiThl) MEIITiH CaNbIN, 97 KYHre JeHiH
CYHHETTiK Ma3hoOThl ycTananpl. MIpaHHBIH KOHCTUTYLMSICBIHA COMKEC TYTac XalbIK YIIiH PECMH TiJl MapChl
TiJi OONFaHBIMEH, e3apa JKOHe OTOAachl INIHIE Ka3ak TiTiHAe ceinecemi. AIarel 3epTTeyliepiMizie
Kazakctan MeH mieren apXWMBTEpiHAErl MaTepHalAaplbl capajail OTBIPHINI, OCHl Makajgaza OepiireH
MOJIIMETTEpIl TepeHAeTe TYCy, COHAai-ak VpaH Ka3aKTapblHBIH YITTBIK CalT-ICTYPJIEPiHIH CaKTalybl,
YITTHIK KHIMJIEpi, TaraMmIapbl oHe Oacka a MOJICHW epeKIIemiKTepi OOWBIHINA Ka3ak TUacIiopachlHa
KATBICTBI IEPEKTEPAl TOJIBIKTHIPYIbl MaKCaT €TEMi3.

Tyiin ce3mep: /lnacnopa, kazak murpammschl, MpaH KasakTapel, KOHBIC aynapy, MoAEHH OediMuieny,
STHUKAIBIK Oipereiiik, aneyMeTTiK canaap
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AnHoTanms. Bseeoenue. B 3TOM cTarbe paccMaTpuBaeTcs MCTOpHUS Murpanuu kazaxoB B Wpan. Ilporecc
MUTpanry Ka3axoB B Mlpan ObUI TECHO CBSI3aH C MOJIMTUYECKUMH U3MEHEHUSAMH, BOGHHBIMU KOH(QIMKTAMH H
SKOHOMHYECKHMHU TPYIHOCTSIMA. B crarbe Takke ONUCAaHBI KyJIbTypHBIE OCOOCHHOCTH Ka3aXoB,
nocenuBUIMXCS B lpaHe, NmyTH ajganTallud K MECTHOMY HACEJIEHUIO M TIONBITKHM COXPaHWUTH CBOIO
3THUYECKYIO UACHTUYHOCTh. VccienoBanne OCHOBaHO Ha MCTOPUUYECKUX JAHHBIX U COBPEMEHHBIX HAyYHBIX
paborax. [lenv. llenp craThi — aHanW3 OCHOBHBIX MNPHYWH, CTaJuil Ka3aXCKOW MHIpalud U ee
COILIMOKYJIBTYPHBIX MOCIEACTBUN B XOJI€ UCClleoBaHus. Mamepuansl u memoosl. B Xxo1e HanucaHus CTaTbH
C TOMOUIBI0 MCTOPHKO-XPOHOJIOIMYECKOH METOJONIOTHH OBbUIM CHCTEMAaTU3WPOBAHBI MUTPALXs HPAHCKUX
Ka3axoB U ee JalbHeillee pa3BuTHE, ObIT HapoAa W 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH €ro pasBUTHA. lIpumeHsuics meron
CpPaBHEHHUs KyJbTYpHO-UCTOPMUYECKOTO  Xapakrepa, mporecca agantauuud. @deHomeH  Murpanuu
paccMaTpHuBalCs IyTeM CPaBHHUTEIBHOTO aHalK3a Ha OCHOBE MAaTEPHAJIOB 3apyOCKHBIX M OTEUECTBEHHBIX
HUCTOYHUKOB. Pesynvmamel. B xone ananuza Oblla yTOUYHEHA CTATHCTUYECKas YUCICHHOCTh HAaCEIEHUS
Kazaxckoil numacniopsl B Mpane. PackpbiTa HCTOpHS CTaHOBJICHHSI HMPAHCKUX Ka3axOB B 3apyOe:KHBIX
cooOmectBax. CucremaruzupoBana nHGopManus 00 aJanTally Ka3axoB K COLUAIBHO-KYJIBTYPHOU cpene
Upana. beut cucremMatu3npoBaH psil CBEACHUH O PEMUTHO3HBIX YOCKICHHSIX, SI3BIKOBOU Cpefie, COLMABHBIX
ycnoBusx. 3axmouenue. Cerognsa B Vpane (ocHoBHas 4acTh — B ropozax lopran, bennep Typkeman,
Kymb6en KaByc) npoxuBaer okono 5 000 uwemoBek. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO MOYTH BEK UPAHCKHE Ka3axXu
MPOXKUBAJIM B IIMUTCKON cpelie, OHW HMOCTPOMIIM CBOM (ILIECTh) MEUETH U A0 CHUX MOP NPHAEPKHUBAIOTCS
CyHHHUTCKOro Masxaba. Xors nmo Koncturyuun HMpana opunmaibHBIM S3bIKOM AJIS1 BCEIO HAPOAA SIBISIETCS
MEPCUICKUI, Ha OBITOBOM YPOBHE OHHM Pa3roBaprBaIM Ha Ka3aXCKOM s3bIKe. B panbHeHIIuX nccie1oBaHusax
OyZAyT NpoaHATU3UPOBAHBI MaTe€pUalbl Ka3axCTAaHCKUX M 3apyOeXHbBIX apXUBOB, W IOINOJHEHBI AaHHbBIE,
Kacarolecss COXpaHeHNs HALMOHANBHBIX TPAAULINHN, HAMOHATIBHON OHEXKIbl, KyXHH U JPYTUX KyJIbTYPHBIX
0COOCHHOCTEH UPAHCKHUX Ka3aXOB.

KiroueBble caoBa: J[luacmopa, Murpauus KaszaxoB, lpaHckue Kaszaxu, IepeceleHue, KyJabTypHas
ajlanTanus, STHUYECKas HACHTHYHOCTh, COLUAIBHBIE TIOCIEACTBUS

HJas uutupoBanus: XyauneikoBa A.Jl., HckakoB K.A. Hctopust murpanuu ka3axoB B VpaH: NpUYMHBL,
atansl 1 nocnencTsus // Ortan tapuxsl. 2025. T. 28. No 3. C. 553-562. [Ha anrm.].
DOI:10.51943/2788-9718 2025 28 3 553-562

Introduction. Western scholars, such as D. Armstrong, R. Brubaker, M. Dabag, J. Clifford,
W. Conner, R. Cohen, W. Safran, G. Sheffer, M. Esman, Kim D. Butler, and others have different views in
the theoretical explanation of the diaspora phenomenon. According to Safran W., a diaspora is an ethnic
group that has been forcibly displaced from its historical homeland, preserves a collective historical memory
of that homeland, connects its future with it, has not fully assimilated into the host country, and strives to
maintain its ethnic identity and sustain ties with its homeland [Safran, 1991]. Sheffer G. writes: “A diaspora
is a segment of an ethnic community that lives outside its historical homeland. It maintains its ethnic identity,
shows interest in the affairs of its homeland, and continues to develop its own institutions and structures in
the host country while sustaining ties with the homeland” [Sheffer, 2003]. Similarly, Cohen R. defines a
diaspora as a community that preserves myths and memories of the homeland, supports the idea of eventual
return, fosters group solidarity and cohesion, maintains an active cultural life in the host country, and
sustains political, economic, and cultural connections with the homeland [Cohen, 2008]. According to Butler
K., a diaspora is not limited to mere relocation; it refers to a community that lives permanently away from its
historical homeland, preserves cultural distinctiveness and collective memory, and possesses social
organization and a shared identity [Butler, 2001].

The Kazakh diaspora was formed in both distant and neighboring foreign countries due to various
political circumstances. In terms of population size, the countries with the largest Kazakh communities in
Central Asia include China, Uzbekistan, and Russia. Kazakh diasporas also exist in other countries around
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the world, including Mongolia, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey, Iran, Tajikistan, and several Western
European nations.

The scattered settlement of the Kazakh diaspora across the world is not accidental. The migration of
Kazakhs from their homeland was driven by political circumstances and social factors.

The conditions, challenges, and living standards of Kazakhs abroad vary greatly, depending primarily
on the country in which they reside. Kazakh communities in different parts of the world differ in their
political and economic status, as well as in their social and cultural environment. These differences are often
linked to the history of the diaspora's formation and the host country’s policy and attitude toward Kazakhs.
However, there is a common pressing issue that unites all Kazakhs living abroad — the need to preserve and
develop their native language, national culture, traditional customs, and education system.

The example of Kazakh diasporas can be observed to preserve ethnic identity among other ethnic
groups. It is a tendency to maintain one’s identity, not to assimilate with other peoples. Each country has its
own characteristics of the development of the Kazakh diaspora. For example, in the eastern countries the
Kazakhs prefer to live close to each other. In Iran and Turkey, the Kazakhs are concentrated in the same area
and support each other. And in the countries of Western Europe this trend is not observed, because there is a
different policy towards the Kazakh diaspora.

The distinctive feature of the Kazakh diaspora is its ability to successfully adapt to any region of the
world, thanks to the genetic traits of nomadic civilization. Nevertheless, they consistently remain ethnic
minorities, meaning they do not possess real political influence in the countries where they reside. According
to some foreign researchers [Seysen, 2016: 265], the core value of the Kazakhs is an ideology based on
ancestral origin and belonging to clan groups. Kazakhs can preserve themselves as an isolated subculture
only if they adhere to the concept of belonging to their clans and special clan groups.

The Kazakh diaspora is settled in a number of countries around the world. For example, there is also
Kazakh diaspora living in Iran. According to the 1996 census, Kazakhs made up 510 families [Kiai, 2012:
12-14]. According to the state program for the return of compatriots to their historical homeland, many
people return to our country and live mainly in the western regions, in the south, in Almaty.

Now, about 5000 Kazakhs live in Iran [Source: Cultural center]. They are mainly concentrated in three
cities: Gorgan, Gonved Kavus (Kumbed-Kavus), Bender Turkmen.

Materials and methods. Using a historical-chronological methodology, the migration of Kazakhs in
Iran and its subsequent development, the everyday life of the people, and the patterns of its evolution were
systematized. Statistical data were provided. A comparative method was applied in the historical and cultural
description and the adaptation process. The evolution of a specific population in a foreign country was
studied thoroughly through detailed analysis. The migration phenomenon was examined through
comparative analysis based on materials from both foreign and domestic sources.

Among the earliest published works on Kazakhs in Iran is the article by doctor of historical sciences,
professor Rajabi P. “Getting to know the Kazakhs” published in 1976 (1396 Hijri year) in the journal
“Tamasha”. In his article, he described the appearance of the Kazakhs, provided information on the
population size of Kazakhs in Iran, their occupations, and discussed their role in preserving family ties,
traditions, and customs.

The next significant work was the book by Iranian ethnographer Kiay M., “Traditions and Customs of
the Kazakhs of Iran”, published between 1977 and 1983 as a result of ethnographic research on the Kazakhs
[Kiai, 2012].

The scholar Zhemeney 1., a former representative of the Kazakh diaspora in Iran, also wrote on this
topic. His works include the books “Kazakhs in Iran” [Zhemeney, 2007], “Iran and the Kazakhs in Iran”
[Zhemeney, 2012], as well as extensive memoirs titled “Ansau”, published in six issues of the journal
“Aqiqat” [Zhemeney, 2022a: 78-88; Zhemeney, 2022b: 72-83].

Materials were also taken from the collection of studies on Kazakhs in Iran titled “Kazakhs in Iran...
those who suffered from hard times,” written by Tobysh N., a Kazakh who migrated from Iran
[Iran qazaqtary..., 2024].

Another important and recent study on the Kazakh diaspora in Iran is the joint article by Mustafa
Nouri, Zhenis Zhomart, and Alizade titled “The resettlement of Kazakhs from the Mangistau region to Iran
in the 1930s from the time of Reza Shah to the present day [Nouri, 2024]”

The informational basis of the article includes materials from social media, including YouTube videos:
“Kazakhs in Iran” by Kanat Beysekeyev; a video on Temirlan Mukashev’s channel “Kazakhs in Iran: Are
they Shiites? Have they forgotten their language? Kazakhs raised between palm trees and mandarins;” a
video on the “Zhalgys zholashy” channel “We gave our daughter for a piece of bread / Kazakh weddings in
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Iran;” as well as photo and video materials from Jafar Shadkam’s Facebook page and two podcasts by Niyaz
Tobysh.

Additionally, materials were collected through interviews with Kazakhs living in Iran and those who
relocated to Kazakhstan, along with data from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan
and archival documents.

Discussion. Kazakh people who migrated to neighboring countries during the famine of the
1920s-1930s were referred to as “otkochevniki” in Soviet-era documents. However, as S. Cameron pointed
out, instead of calling the Kazakhs forced to migrate due to famine between 1929 and 1933 “refugees”, the
Soviet government used the term “otkochevniki”, meaning “nomads who move and settle” [Cameron, 2010].

“Refugees” are people who are forced to move from their own country to another due to their inability
to resist or endure pressure from certain forces in society — such as political, economic, or ethnic
oppression, war, or natural disasters. The term “otkochevat” (meaning “to move to another place, to leave”)
was used in the 1920s—1930s by the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks), the OGPU, and other Soviet
institutions. To dispel the misconceptions that developed among the population, it is important to emphasize
that this migration of Kazakhs — especially the wealthier ones — was forced. Due to the large-scale
repressions carried out by the Soviet regime, our ancestors were compelled to relocate in order to save their
lives. The history of Kazakhs who migrated from Kazakhstan during the years of famine is today a pressing
topic in Kazakhstani historical scholarship. This article focuses on the experiences of Kazakhs who migrated
and sought refuge in Iran during those difficult famine years.

Between 1928 and 1933, the Soviet Union aggressively implemented policies of rapid industrialization
and forced collectivization of agriculture. As part of this campaign, Kazakhstan saw the confiscation of
wealthy households in 1928 and the targeted elimination of prosperous peasants and kulaks as a social class.

In Western Kazakhstan, these policies took on unique characteristics. For example, in 1927, the total
livestock population in the Aday district was 731,000, which averaged 78 heads of livestock per household.
The livestock composition included: sheep — 69.5%, camels — 12%, goats — 7.5%, horses — 7%, and
cattle — 4% [CSA RK. F.30. 248-249].

Unable to endure unjust persecution and increasing taxes, the Aday clans residing in Mangystau
migrated from the region between 1928 and 1933, passing through Turkmenistan and along the Caspian Sea
coast into the territory of Iran. In his article "Ansau", doctor of philology, professor, and scholar Islam
Zhemeney describes the recollections of his close relative Turash, who lives in the village of Kuryk, located
in the Karakiya district of Mangystau region. According to these memories, on their way to Karakalpakstan,
Turkmenistan, and Iran, the migrants would gather near the Aqquys Shozhik spring and well, located not far
from the Beket Ata mausoleum in Oghlandy. There, they would rest and decide on their further route.
Continuing toward Turkmenistan and Iran, they stopped at the Stimbe Tdbel spring, then descended from the
mountains to the Myngsu Almas spring. After this, they crossed the border and reached a Turkmen village
called Aqquy Yerikti. Some of the migrants remained in Turkmenistan. Others continued on to Iran, passing
beyond Nebitdag and reaching another water source. From there, they traveled along the Caspian coast and
eventually entered Iranian territory, reaching the province of Mazandaran [Zhemeney, 2022a: 80-81].

The Kazakhs who moved to Iran settled in the villages of Gomishan and Sallak, a small town on Iran's
northern border. All the residents of Gomishan and Sallak were Turkmens. However, the Kazakhs could not
immediately adapt to these new settlements. For some, the climate was a challenge; for others, there was a
lack of pastureland for their livestock. Accustomed to a nomadic lifestyle and livestock herding, the Kazakhs
were not inclined toward farming or agriculture and found it difficult to embrace a sedentary way of life. As
a result, they had to move frequently in search of more suitable and comfortable living conditions. During
those years, around five hundred families eventually settled along the banks of the Ziarat River in the city of
Gorgan. The Kazakhs survived without begging, relying on their own labor. To earn daily wages, they
worked as laborers on the construction of roads and railways between the cities of Behshahar and
Bandarshah (known as Bandar Torkaman after the Islamic Revolution of 1979). In this way,
the Kazakhs settled in three cities of Iran's Mazandaran Province — Gorgan, Gonbad-e Kavus, and Bandar
Torkaman — and in two villages within each city. Today, these three cities have been separated from
Mazandaran and now belong to the newly established Golestan province, with Gorgan as its capital
[Zhemeney, 2012: 22-24].

According to the 1996 census, the number of Kazakh families living in urban areas of Iran was 510.
Currently, according to information from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the
total Kazakh population in Iran is around 5,000 people. The majority of them are concentrated in Golestan
Province — 4,550 individuals. Among them, approximately 3,150 reside in Gorgan, 1,000 in Bandar
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Torkaman, and 400 in Gonbad-e Kavus. Additionally, some families and individuals have moved to other
cities for various reasons, including changes in occupation, education, or other purpose (such as Mashhad,
Tehran, Sari, and others — altogether about 450 Kazakhs).

The Kazakhs who settled in Iran initially focused on learning the language and laws of the country,
adapting to the local geographical, social, cultural, and linguistic characteristics. Due to the lack of
citizenship, the Iranian government did not allow Kazakh children to attend school.

The process of obtaining citizenship for Kazakhs in Iran was significantly aided by a citizen named
Korpe Tagan Daribajuly. In 1955, Tagan Daribajuly, who was among the first to attend school, studied in the
Persian language. Kazakh boys began receiving education in Iran starting from 1955, and Kazakh girls
started attending school from 1970.

At the age of sixteen, Tagan Daribaiuly submitted an application for citizenship and sent a letter to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Iran. A representative of the Ministry visited the mosque and met with the
Kazakh community. During the meeting, Tagan acted as an interpreter between the representative and the
Kazakhs. As a result of this meeting, the necessary documents were completed, and in 1958, a decree was
issued granting Iranian citizenship to the Kazakhs. By 1961-1962, almost all Kazakhs had received Iranian
citizenship [Daribajuly, 2020: 270].

The scholar Islam Zhemenei noted in his memoirs that when obtaining citizenship, in order to preserve
their identity, Kazakhs in Iran had to specify their surnames and used clan names such as “Qazaq”, “Aday”,
“Zhemeney”, “Kedey”, “Baybishe”, “Kunanorys”, “Eskeldy”, “Korpe”, “Tobysh”, “Babyk”, “Zhary”, “Bali”
and others [Zhemeney, 2022a: 82].

In 1968, during the visit of then Shah of Iran Mohammad Reza Pahlavi to Soviet Kazakhstan, a
meeting took place in Almaty with the first head of the republic, Dinmukhamed Kunayev. Pleased with the
hospitality, the Shah invited Kunayev to visit his country as a guest. However, Kunayev, considering that at
that time the authority over visits to Iran was controlled by Moscow, inquired about the condition of the
Kazakhs in Iran. The Shah, unaware of any details, promised to find out about their situation. Kunayev sent
his greetings and asked the Shah to take care of them. Upon returning to Iran, the Shah immediately ordered
to locate the addresses of the Kazakhs. Articles about the meeting between Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and
Kunayev were published in the press, and the elders (aksakals) received invitations to the royal palace.

As a result of this meeting, two Kazakh children were granted referrals for free medical treatment.
Additionally, the cases of those who had not yet obtained citizenship were expedited. Land was allocated to
the Kazakhs, giving them the opportunity to engage in agriculture. In 1970, Turkmen Radio in Gorgan began
broadcasting Kazakh melodies for half an hour each day [Zhemeney, 2007: 8-9].

Since the 1980s, Kazakh scholars living in Iran also began working in the fields of culture and
literature, forming an informal “Kazakh Cultural Society”. In the same year, Islam Zhemeney was elected as
the first chairman of this society. To familiarize people with Kazakh art and customs, many documentary
films about Kazakhstan from the former Soviet “Cultural center” located in Tehran were shown, and clubs
and classes for learning the Kazakh language were opened. The “Kazakh Cultural Society” was never
officially registered. Nevertheless, over four years, with the support of Kazakh scholars and elders, many
cultural events were held. One of these was a small phrasebook titled “Let's learn the Kazakh language”,
based on Arabic script, Cyrillic, and the Persian language (Fig.1.).

Fig.1. “Let’s learn the Kazakh language” phrasebook.
From Islam Zhemeney's personal archive
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The founding members of the society actively contributed to the revival of national consciousness and
traditions among the youth at various levels. Later, with the support of local authorities, the society officially
continued its work under the name “Islamic Council Society.” Zhemeney 1. was elected as its first chairman.
From 1980 to 1988, during the Iran-Iraq war, the society’s activities evolved into broader community service
efforts [Zhemeney, 2012: 42-43, 89].

Since Iranians followed Shia Islam, Kazakhs in Iran were in need of Sunni mosques of the Hanafi
madhhab. Of course, it was not possible to build the first mosque immediately, but over time, Kazakh
mosques of the Hanafi school began to open. The first mosque built by Kazakhs in Iran was the Samarkand
Akhund Mosque in the South Kazakh village of Bandar-Turkmen. In the following years, it underwent major
renovations. The Abu Hanifa Mosque in Gorgan, and the second mosque in the village
of Hamatabat — named Khoja Ahmed Yasawi Mosque — remain places of worship not only for Kazakhs but
also for Turkmen, Baloch, Kurds, and Arabs.

There are the Imam A'zam and the Muhammad Rasul mosques that are built by Kazakhs in the village
of Chay Boyi (also known as Say Boyi) in Gonbad-e Kavus (formerly Kupol-e Kavus). In the city of Bandar-
Turkmen, there are the Samarkand Akhund and Muayyad Mosque in the South Kazakh village, and the
Baharai and Muayyad Mosques in the North Kazakh village. The Muayyad Mosques share the same name.

Fig. 2. Kazakhs gathered for Eid prayer. Gorgan, 2025.
From Jafar Shadkam's personal Facebook page

Kazakhs have made efforts to preserve their native language. According to Article 15 of Chapter Two
of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran: “Persian is the official and common language of the
people of Iran, and the Persian script is the official writing system. Government documents, official texts,
administrative correspondence, and educational textbooks must be in this language and script. However, the
use of the languages of local ethnic groups, in addition to Persian, is permitted in the press and mass media,
and may also be used for teaching their literature in schools”. Despite this, after resettling in Iran, speaking
their native language remained a vital priority for Kazakhs. Elders did not allow any Kazakh child to speak
another language within their household. This tradition has continued to the present day [Zhemeney, 2022a:
84]. For Kazakhs living abroad, the lack of schools in their native language, as well as the absence of
publications, radio, and television programs in Kazakh, posed a significant obstacle to the development of
their language. However, this situation did not prevent Kazakhs from preserving their native language in
daily and communal life. They used only the Kazakh language in everyday interactions, within their families,
and in the community. In such conditions, as the younger generation's level of education increased and their
worldview expanded, the vocabulary of the Kazakh language began to seem insufficient. As a result, they
were compelled to use vocabulary borrowed from the Persian language when necessary. Over time, this
phenomenon became more widespread among the youth, and as their linguistic awareness developed, it
created the impression that the Kazakh language lacked cognitive potential. Kazakhs living in the homeland
played an important role in maintaining the purity of the native language. This was closely linked to the
activities of elders well-versed in national traditions, and of zhyrshy — traditional storytellers who continued
the zhyrau oral tradition. They possessed a rich linguistic repertoire and ensured the stable use of the
language within traditional cultural settings [Zhemeney, 2022a: 84].
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However, the next generation needed to acquire new concepts influenced by modern education and
science. As a result, there arose a necessity to introduce new lexical units into the Kazakh language. The
implementation of this task became the responsibility of the intelligentsia and linguistic scholars.

One of the strategically important tasks at the present stage is to adapt the Kazakh language to the
modern scientific and intellectual space while preserving its historical layers.

In the early years after the Kazakhs moved to Iran, their social status was very low. They worked as
hired laborers. After settling down, they were granted land and engaged in agriculture. By selling surplus
produce at the market, they gradually improved their economic well-being.

After times changed, young Kazakhs in Iran began purchasing trucks and working in the freight
transportation industry. As the number of trucks increased, the first freight transport syndicate (a union of
entrepreneurs) was established in Gorgan [Zhemeney, 2022b: 79]. Seeing the profitability of this field,
Iranians also began to enter the freight business. A large number of Iranians gradually began to displace
Kazakhs from the sector. In addition, the Iran-Iraq War also contributed to the Kazakhs’ withdrawal from
this line of work.

Khalifa Altay, in his memoirs, writes that Kazakhs in Iran were industrious people. They could drive
any type of vehicle, melt metal, install electrical, water, and heating (steam) systems, and carried out various
types of construction work. Women were engaged in carpet weaving. [Altay, 2000: 11-12].

The 1980s—1990s marked a new period of growth. In Iran’s higher education institutions, hundreds of
Kazakh boys and girls began studying various modern specialties, including mathematics, agriculture,
economics, pedagogy, social sciences, management, marine engineering, literature, statistics, and
technology. One generation rose to leadership positions in various sectors of the state.

After Kazakhstan gained independence in 1991, many of our compatriots in Iran expressed a strong
desire to return to their homeland. In 1992, following an agreement between the First President of
Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev, and the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran regarding the
repatriation of Kazakhs, a campaign began to resettle compatriots from Iran to Kazakhstan.

In accordance with the Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated
May 27, 1993, No. 437, “On Measures to Implement the Presidential Decree of April 15, 1993, No. 1184
“On the Immigration Quota and Measures for Organizing the Resettlement of Compatriots from the Islamic
Republic of Iran and Other Countries”, the immigration quota was distributed across regions. Regional
commissions were established to promptly address issues related to the reception and settlement of
compatriot families, ensuring they could lead a stable life after relocating to Kazakhstan. Regional governors
(akims) were instructed to create all necessary conditions to improve their social well-being. This included
providing loans for housing construction, ensuring access to continued education in educational institutions,
placing children in preschools, granting one-time financial assistance, facilitating employment opportunities,
and more.

MuroBpasosarmn KOHEN ayaapymsaap »karaafira Gefiivaenin, yakwmrma v
OGABICTHK NYHKTTEP KYPATHH GOACHIN.
a3aKCTaH PecnyGanKachHbii CHPTKE icTep MHHHCTPAr

TapUXH OTaHHHa KalTwi Keayre Tijek Giidipred oTaHaacs
KYKBKTaPpH MeH GOCTAHAWFHH KOPFay Mmacesesepi CoAbiHUIA
cran Peony6aHKachHbiH MHHHCTDAIKTEP], BEAOMCTBOIAPE KIHE
MEMJEKEeTTep apacHHla WapTTap rKacay LiapajJaphH JKyaere
THH 60ACHH;

KOHHIC aynapy Ke3inie ayMaKTaphl apKbiJbl 6TeTiH KOHblE
pPYLILIapFa KOPAEM KepCCTY JKOHIHIE THICTI MeM/eKeTTepain
KH icTep MHHHCTPJAIKTEpiHe AWNJAOMaTHAJILIK HOJAMEH xabap
GOACHIH,

4. Kaaaxcrtan Pecny6ankaceiibin Kesik MHHHCTpairi Emd
BUCTPIiriMeH Giplece OTHPBI, KOHBIC aylapaTbii aaaMiapisl,
ALK JKEKe MYJIKTePiH . KeETiH MeMI1a<CTTIH ayMaFbiHaH ‘Ga
JKepaepile Aefiin Tackmaanay TIpTiGin GearinelTin 60aChH. 1

5. Kasakcran PecnyGankacenmin BiniM MunRHCTPaAiri Kom
AapylIkAapALi oTOack Mywesnepinin Ginim 6Gepynin Gapaer
Jepilie OKYLI'H KaJFacTHIPYbiHa, 6ajaiaphid MekTenke AeHiHTi
Mesepre OpPHANACTHIPYFa JKIPAEM KOpCeTy JKeHiile mapanap |
AafiToin GoachH.

sancran PecnyOnukacel Mannctpnep HaGuwetinin
HAY bl Cbl

27 mampip 1993 K. D& 437

KA3AKCTAH PECNYBJIHKACHI MPE3HAEHTIHIH
«HPAH HCJIAM PECNYBJIHKACbIHAH )X3HE
BACKA MEMJIEKETTEPIEH OTAHJIACTAPIBIH

KOuIn KEJY KBOTACbI )XOHE KOHbIC AYIAPYBIH
YHBIMIACTBIPY )XOHIHAEr WAPAJIAP TYPAJIbI>
1993 KbIJIFbI 15 'COVIPILETT Ne 1184 KAYJIbICBIH
OPBIHIAAY )XOHIHAETT WIAPAJIAP TYPAJIBI

. Kasakcran PeonyGankacu [Npeamaentinin 1993 sxuarm 15 coyip-
i Ne 1184 xayabichin OpHHAdy MakcaTwiaa Kasakcran Pecny6-
Kacbiibli MunHcTpaep KaGuieri Kayab eTeai:
1. 1993 BN KON Keay BOTaChin oSamicTap GORHHIA KO-
(pMuara cafikee Geay GeKiTiiciH.
2. O6abIcTapPALIK 2KiMAepi:
oTanjacTapAbil OT6achlaphid  KaGujiian, opHanacTblipyra Gak-
CTHl MaceJenepidi WyYFLA Kapay eHihile oOOGABICTHK KOMHOCHA-
KypaTuii GoschiH;
OTampacTapAHK oT6acHIApMH KabLanay ywinm TYPFHH YA kene
KA A3 O4CyMeTTiK-TYPMHCTHK Jkamaafinap osipJey eHinie ma-
Jap KabbLunacku;
Kasakcran PeanyGnuxace Mumunctpaep KaGumnerinin «Typruiu
qmapanapbl yuliH XaJblKKa GepiJerin mecuesnepiin mesnwepin ecipy
'pasni> 1993 keuieb 21 coyipaari Ne 322 KAyJhCHHA Cafikee KeJiim
TKaH OTaH/laCTapra JKeKe jXoHe KOOMEPaTHBTIK TYPFHH YA canyra
He Gy HKOHIHE HOPLEM KODCETCIH; | e
Mitotpasonana KasCCP - |
nozpasnenewme

Bror. N £O383
R O& wxz- |

el o BN

1

azakeTaH Pecny6auKkachiHbiH DKOHOMHKA MHHHCTDJI
KapsKbsl MHHHCTPJri ©3iHiH Tapuxm oraubiHa KafiTein xeayre
Ginnipren KasakTapAbH OTOachlapblHa TYDPFuin YH cany JKoH
Jacy yiuin 1993 xpladan Gacran KapxkKel Oeuiy/li Kesaeirin C
7. KasakcTan PecnyOJnKachHEIH Iunki jctep MunucTpai
ycTinde KOHBIC ayaapywbl1apiakin Keke 6acTaPbl MeH MyJ ik

cakTaJyblH KaMTaMachl3 eTeTiH GOJICHIH.
asakctan Pecny6aHkacs Kap:nl MBHHCTpAirinin Kem
Gackapmachl, YATTHK Kayincisaik xomureri lllekapa ockep
b6ac Gackapmachl MEeMJIEKCTTEPAIH THICTI opraHaapnLiMcH axaml
JKoHe OJIapJALIH JKeKe MYJIKTepiH mexkapanars 6akblaay-eTkisy 1
TepiHeH JKeAes OTKi3y Macenesepin mblchlKTaRThiH Goachin. i
9. KoHbic ayaapy Wapaiapbin Kapabiaamiopy <1993 o
HaJaFaH pecnybaukanbik Glomker Typasel» Kazakcrtan Pecmyi
CLIHEIH 3aduiHa cafikec XaabKThl KYMBICTEH KaMTyFa DJKoHe
KOHYFA KOPAEMJIECYIiH MEMJSKEeTTIK KODBIHBIH KapXKbIChl €
JKYBEre achiPBIICHIH. 2 1
. Bip:konrel akmanai >KopAeMaKblHBIH MeJWepi MbiHa.

JBIT Gesrisencin:

skep ayran GOCKbIH OT6GAachl Hecie — eH TOMeHri kKaJaal
15 ece memitepinze;

JKep ayrFaH OGOCKLIH OTmGacHIHBIH Ip6ip MylueciHe — eH
KaJaKbHEIE 7 ece MeJuiepinae;

GocKLIH OTGacLl HeciHe — ep TeMEHri KaJakbiHbiH 20
wepinae;

> renaw
I, D b~
-
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Fig. 3-6. The Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of
the Republic of Kazakhstan dated May 27, 1993.

"Since the return of Kazakhs from abroad to their historical homeland, the social, cultural, and
educational differences between immigrants and the local population have increased [Kalsabaeva,
Egizbaeva, 2025]. Kazakhs who returned from Iran to their historical homeland also faced social, economic,
and a number of other challenges. We will address the issues of the repatriation of Kazakhs from Iran in
more detail in our upcoming research".

Results. During the analysis, the statistical population of the Kazakh diaspora in Iran was clarified.
The historical background of the Kazakh community formation in Iran and information about the
associations established by Kazakhs abroad were identified. Data on the socio-cultural adaptation of Kazakhs
in Iran was systematized. For example, information regarding their religious beliefs, linguistic environment,
and social conditions was organized and presented.

Conclusion. Thus, a diaspora is a community that has been forcibly displaced from its historical
homeland, preserves a collective historical memory of that homeland, aspires to return to it in the future,
maintains political, economic, and cultural ties with it, actively participates in the life of the host country,
while also striving to preserve its own language, religion, and culture.

Today, approximately 5,000 Kazakhs live in Iran, mainly in the cities of Gorgan, Bandar Torkaman,
and Gonbad-e Kavus.

Although Kazakhs in Iran have lived in a Shia-dominated environment for nearly a century, they have
built six of their own mosques and continue to follow the Sunni madhhab. In accordance with Iran’s
constitution, Persian is the official language for the entire population; however, Kazakhs continue to speak
their native language within their families and among themselves.

Initially, due to the language barrier, they faced hardships and could only work as unskilled laborers.
However, today many have received higher education and work as professionals in various fields.

In future research, we aim to deepen the information presented in this article by analyzing materials
from archives in Kazakhstan and abroad, and to supplement data on the Kazakh diaspora by studying the

preservation of national traditions among Kazakhs in Iran, including traditional clothing, cuisine, and other
cultural features.
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NA RK — National Archive of the Republic of Kazakhstan
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PenaknmusiHbIH MeKeH-KalbI:
050100, Kazakcran PecryOonmukacel, Anmarsr K., [1leBuenko kemeci, 28
MILII. YonuxaHoB aTbiHAaFel Tapux »KoHE 3THOJIOTUS HHCTUTYThI
«OtaH TapuXxbD» KyPHATBIHBIH PEAAKITHSICHI

CaiiTka cinreme: https://otan.history.iie.kz
Ten.: +7 (727) 272-46-54.
E-mail: otanhistory@gmail.com.

Kypuan Kazakcran PecrryOnmkacsIHBIH AKITapar %oHe KOFaMIBIK KelliciM MUHHUCTPIIITIH/Ie
1998 x. 9 maype1zaa tipkemnin, N 158-x kyauniriHe ne GOJIbI.

Maxananapzp! KaiiTa OacTBIPBIT KapHsIaFaH/a, MUKpOIIIEMIe )KoHe 0acKa Jla KellipMesepre Tyciprene
MIHJETTI TYpZe )KypHallFa CiiTeMe xKacay Kaxer.
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