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KAZAKHSTAN KYRGYZ AND KYRGYZSTAN KAZAKHS: ETHNODEMOGRAPHIC
TRANSFORMATION AND MIGRATION IN THE FIRST DECADE OF INDEPENDENCE

Zhanar Sadvakassova', Gulnara Kapassova?
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© Valikhanov IHE, 2025
© Sadvakassova Zh., Kapassova G., 2025

Abstract. Introduction. Ethnodemographic changes in the post-Soviet space, particularly concerning
neighboring  states and  kinship  peoples, highlight the relevance of this  study.
Purpose and objectives. The aim of the research is to identify the ethnodemographic transformation of
Kyrgyz in Kazakhstan and Kazakhs in Kyrgyzstan during the first decade of independence (1991-2000), to
analyze its causes, and to assess its impact on current ethnodemographic processes. To achieve this aim, the
following tasks were set: to analyze the dynamics of the Kyrgyz population in Kazakhstan during the given
period, to determine the demographic changes of the Kazakhs in Kyrgyzstan, and to evaluate the influence of
the economic crisis and other factors on this transformation. Materials and methods. The material base of the
study consists of the population census data of Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan for 1989 and 1999, the data of
the Agency for Statistics of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz
Republic, official information on migration, as well as materials from traditional and online media and
academic journals. The study employs historical-comparative analysis, empirical analysis, statistical
methods, and demographic dynamics calculations. Results. The findings reveal changes in the number of
Kyrgyz in Kazakhstan in the early years of independence (1991-2000). In addition, the dynamics of the
Kazakh population in Kyrgyzstan were examined. The main factors behind these transformations include the
economic crisis, border policy, and labor migration, to gain a deeper understanding of these factors,
migration processes and economic adaptation factors were examined. Conclusion. The impact of these
processes on current ethnodemographic trends was assessed, and recommendations for future research were
proposed. The study may be useful for historians, migration specialists, and scholars of the
ethnodemographic development of Kazakh and Kyrgyz Diasporas.

Keywords: Kazakhs and Kyrgyz, historical period, ethnodemography, economic adaptation, migration
process, transformation.
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KA3AKCTAHJATFBI KbIPFBI3JAP MEH KBIPFBI3CTAHIATBI KABAKTAP:
TOYEJCI3AIKTIH AJIFAINKBI OHKBLIBIFBIHIAFBI DTHOJEMOT PA®USIIIBIK
TPAHC®OPMAIHS KOHE KOIII-KOH

JKanap Caosaxacosa®, I'inonapa Kanacosa®
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© IIL.II. YonuxanoB ateiHaarel TOU, 2025
© Canpaxkacona K., Kamacosa I'., 2025

Anparna. Kipicne. TloCTKEHECTIK KEHICTIKTErl STHOAeMOrpadUsIbIK ©3repicTep, acipece IieKapaliac
eIIepaeri TYbICKAH XaJBIKTApIBIH KaFIaiIapblH 3€pTTEy TaKBIPBINITHIH ©3CKTUIIrH Kepcereni. Maxcamol
MeH MiHOemmepi. 3epTTey >KYMBICHIHBIH MakcaTbl — KazakcTanmarpl KpIpFbI3Zap MeH KbIpreI3cTaHmars!
Ka3aKTapIblH TOYEJICI3MIKTIH ajFamKkbl OHKBUIABIFRIHAAFEI  (1991-2000 x0K.) 3THOAEMOrpPaHsIIBIK
TpaHC(OPMALMACHIH aHBIKTAay, OHBIH CEOCHTEPiH Taugay >KOHE Kasipri ATHomeMorpadusubIK ypAicTepre
BIKITANBIH Oaranay Oonbin TaObuIaabl. OChl MaKCcaTKa JKETY YIIIH XPOHOJOTHSIBIK Ke3eHue Kazakcranmarsl
KBIPFBI3 CAHBIHBIH JIHHAMHMKACHIH Talliay, OChl Ke3eHjeri KpIprhicTaHmarbl Ka3akTaplblH JeMOrpadusIibiK
e3repicTepiH alKbIHIay, SKOHOMUKAJBIK JaFaaphbiC XoHE e3re e (paKkTopiiapablH TpaHchopMalusra acepin
Oaranay CHUSKTHI MIHIETTEpI KOUIBIK. Mamepuanoap men adicmep. Kazakcran meH KpIprpi3cTan OoibIHIIIA
1989 sxome 1999 xpulmapmarsl XajbIK CaHAFBIHBIH MaTepuangapbl, KP CrathcThka areHTTITiHIH,
KpIprbi3cTan ¥ITTBIK CTATHCTHKA KOMHTETI NIEPEKTepi, KOIIi-KOH Typajbl PEeCMHU MOIiMETTep, OOCTypdi
JKOHE OHJIAMH MeMuaZarbl, FRUIBIMH JKypHAIJApIarkl MOIIMETTep KYMBICTHIH MaTepHaNIbIK 0a3achlH
Kypainel. byt 3epTTey ®KYMBICBIHAA TapUXHU-CABICTBIPMAIBI TAJAY, SMIPUKAIBIK Ty, CTATHCTUKAJIBIK
omic, neMorpadusIIBIK JHHAMAKAHBI €CENTey CHSIKTHI FHUIBIMHU 3€PTTEY 9iCTepl MEH TOCUIAepi KONJaHBIIIbL.
Homuoicenep. Hotmxkecinae ToyencizmikTiH anFamkel >KeugapsiHga (1991-2000 sx.ox.) Kaszaxcranmarsr
KBIPFBI3Iap CaHBIHBIH o3repyiH Oadkaneik. CoHBIMEH Katap, KeIpFbI3cTaHOarbl Ka3akTap CaHBIHBIH
TMHAMHUKACHIH Ja Kepy MYMKIH Oonmel. bynm esrepicrepmiH Herisri cebenTepi peTiHIEe SKOHOMHKAIBIK
JaFaapeIc, Imekapa cascathbl, eHOEK MUTPAIUSCH CHUSKTHI BIKIAIAAPIBI aTayFa OONabl, aTaliFaH BIKITAIAapIbl
TEpEeHIpeK TYCIHYy VIIiH KeImi-KOH Yaepici MeH SKOHOMHUKAJBIK Oeiimaeny QaxTopmapsl 3epTTenmi.
Kopvimuinoer. byn esrepicTepain Kasipri 3THopeMOorpadUsUIBIK YAepicTepre bIKIanbl OaralaHABl KOHE
Oomamiak 3epTTeyliep VIIIH YCBIHBICTap Oepimmi. 3epTrey TapuXIIbUIapFa, KOIIi-KOH CalachIHBIH
MaMaHJaphlHA JXKOHE Ka3aK-KBIPFBI3 AMACIIOPANAPBIHBIH 3THOJAEMOrpadUsIIbIK JaMyblH 3epleNneylIiepre
Maiaaner OOyl MYMKIH.

KinT ce3aep: Kazak-KbIpFbI3, TAPUXU Ke3€H, 3THO/EeMOopadusi, SKOHOMHUKAIBIK OeliiMIeny, Kelli-KoH yaepici,
TparchopManms.

Hoiiekco3 ymin: CansakacoBa XK., KamacoBa I'. Kazakcranparel KbIprbi3gap MeH KovIpFbI3cTaHIaFbl
Ka3aKTap: TOYENCI3IIKTIH alFalIKbl OHXBUIIBIFBIHIAFE ATHOAEMOrpaUsIIBIK TpaHCHOpMAIUs KOHE KOIIli-
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AHHoOTanus. Bsedenue. DTHOAEMOrpaduIeckre N3MEHEHN B MTOCTCOBETCKOM IMPOCTPAHCTBE, OCOOEHHO B
YCIOBUAX COIPEACIBbHBIX CTpaH ©W POJACTBEHHBIX HApPOAOB, IMOAYCPKMUBAIOT aAKTYaJbHOCTH JTaHHOI'O
uccnenoBanus. [lenv u 3adauu. llenb wccienoBaHus 3aKIOYaeTcs B BBIABICHWUU 3THOJEMOrpaduveckon
TpaHcopmanuu KeIpre3oB B Kazaxcrane u ka3axoB B KeIprei3cTane B mepBoe AeCATHIETHE HE3aBUCHMOCTH
(19912000 r1r.), amanM3e ee MPUYMH M OIEHKE BJMSIHHS HA COBPEMEHHBIE DTHOAEMOIrpa(HUECKUE
mporecchl. J[ms JOCTIKEeHUs NaHHOW 1Lenyd ObUIM TIOCTaBJIEHBI 3aJadd: IPOAHANIM3UPOBATH IUHAMUKY
YHCIICHHOCTH KBIPTbI30B B KaszaxcraHe B yKa3aHHBIN IEpUOJ, ONPENETUTh HeMorpaduyeckue M3MEHEHUs
Ka3axoB B KwIprei3cTane, a Takke OLEHHUTH BO3JEHCTBHE SKOHOMUYECKOTO KPH3UCa U JIPYTUX (aKTOpOB Ha
TpaHchopmanmoo. Mamepuansl u memoosl. MatepuaiabHyl0 0azy HCCIENOBaHHUS COCTABISIIOT MaTEpPHAIIBI
niepenriceit HaceneHus: Kazaxcrana u Keiprerzcrana 1989 u 1999 ronos, manHble ATEHTCTBA 1O CTaTHCTHKE
Pecnyomuku Kasaxcran, HamumonanpHOrOo crarucrudyeckoro komurtera Keipreisckoit PecmyOnmukw,
o(unMaTpHBIE CBEAEHUS O MUTPAIIHH, a TaK)Ke MHPOPMAIHS U3 TPAJUIIMOHHBIX ¥ oHTaiiH-CMU n HaydIHBIX
XKypHaJIOB. B paboTe mpHMeHEHBI MCTOPUKO-CPaBHUTEIBHBIA M IMITMPHYECKUI aHaIn3, CTATUCTHYECKHUIl
METOJ M METOIBl pacdera aeMorpaduvecko AuHaMuKdA. Pesynbmamsi. B pesynpTate uccieqoBaHUS
BBISIBJICHBI M3MCHEHHUS YMCICHHOCTH KbIprbi3oB B Kazaxcrane B mepBbie roabl HezaBucumocT (1991-2000
rT.). Kpome Toro, mpociexena TuHaMHKa YHUCIEHHOCTH Ka3axoB B Keipreicrane. OCHOBHBIMHU (haKTOpamMu
3TUX U3MEHEHUH CTaM 3KOHOMHYECKHI KpU3HC, TOTPAaHWYHAS TTOTUTHKA U TPYAOBAsS MHUTpALUd, s Ooiee
IyOOKOTO TMOHMMAaHMS YKa3aHHBIX (PaKTOPOB OBLIM HMCCIENOBAHBl MUTPAIMOHHBIE TPOIECCHl U (DAKTOPHI
OKOHOMHYECKON amantanuu. 3akiioyeHue. OIEHEHO BIHSHHE IaHHBIX IIPOIECCOB HAa COBpPEMEHHEIE
sTHoZeMorpaduyeckue TEHIASHINA W TPEIOKEHBl PEKOMEHJAWHd Uil OyAymuX MCCIeTOBaHUH.
UccnenoBanne MokeT OBITh TOJE3HO [UIS WCTOPUKOB, CHENHAINCTOB B 00JaCTH MHUTpAlUd |
HcclenoBaTenei STHOAEMOrpahuIecKoro pa3BUTHS Ka3aXCKO-KBIPTBI3CKUX TUACTIOP.

KuaroueBble cjioBa: Ka3axw W KBIPTHI3bL, WCTOPHUYECKUN TIEPUOJ, ATHOAEMOrpadus, 3KOHOMHUYECKAs
aJanTanus, MATPAIMOHHBIN MTpoIiece, TpaHnchopMaIusl.

Jass mmrupoBanusi: CansakacoBa JK., Kamacoa I'. Keipreel B Kazaxcrane u kasaxu B Kelpreizcrane:
aTHoZeMorpadudeckas TpaHCQOpPMANMsd W MUTpAIMs B TIEpBOE JecATmieTHe He3aBucumoctu // OtaH
tapuxsl. 2025. T. 28. Ne 4. C. 1080-1090. [na anri.]. DOI: 10.51943/2788-9718 2025 28 4 1080-1090

Introduction. Historically, the Kazakh and Kyrgyz peoples have shared common ethnic roots,
traditions, and cultural practices. Even their national cuisines, wedding ceremonies, and rituals of receiving a
bride bear remarkable similarities. Perhaps this is why, in many documents of the Russian Empire, Kazakhs
were often referred to as «Kyrgyz». Despite these numerous similarities, they remain two distinct nations
with their own independent states [Madeniet, 2019].

The first decade of independence (1991-2000) was a period of significant ethnodemographic
transformation for the Central Asian countries. Following the dissolution of the Soviet Union, the newly
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established states began redefining their borders, economic policies, and national institutions. The collapse of
the USSR also marked the end of the long-standing confrontation between the two global political systems.
Beginning in 1991, the socialist system gave way to a «market economy» and «democratic» relations in the
social and economic spheres [Abdiraiymova and Sarsenbayev, 2019: 45]. In both Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan, this period brought significant changes to the dynamics of the ethnic composition. As a result,
several ethnic groups left the region through repatriation or emigration, leading to an increase in the
proportion of titular nationalities. This trend is clearly reflected in the population censuses conducted in 1989
and 1999. In Kazakhstan, the number of ethnic Kazakhs increased considerably, a process driven by
emigration (particularly the departure of Russian and European groups) and a high natural population growth
among Kazakhs.

Due to historical circumstances, there are also long-term factors influencing migration between
Kazakhs and Kyrgyz. Although the two nations share a common historical past, the factor of geographical
location has played a significant role in shaping their respective paths of development and influencing their
future trajectories [Murzakhodzhayev et al., 2025: 168]. These factors include the migration history of the
19th—20th centuries, settlement policies during the Soviet period, and industrial migration. However, in the
1990s, additional reasons emerged — economic decline, loss of employment opportunities, national
regulatory changes, and, in some cases, security concerns. The combined impact of these factors accelerated
the transformation of the ethnic composition.

The ethnodemographic situation of the Kyrgyz in Kazakhstan and the Kazakhs in Kyrgyzstan serves
as an important indicator reflecting the historical, cultural, and economic interconnections between the ethnic
groups of these regions. In the early years of independence, migration between the two countries, family and
kinship ties, as well as the consequences of economic instability, had a significant impact on the quantitative
and qualitative composition of ethnic groups. Furthermore, the research findings demonstrate that the key
factors influencing ethnodemographic changes between the Kazakh and Kyrgyz peoples include fluctuations
in birth rates across Central Asian countries — particularly in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan — as well as the
combined effects of socio-economic and ethnic factors [Spoorenberg, 2013: 50].

The study is relevant because the processes of ethnic transformation and migration between
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan after the collapse of the Soviet Union significantly influenced the demographic
balance and national identity formation in both countries.

The purpose of this study is to identify the ethnodemographic transformation of the Kyrgyz in
Kazakhstan and the Kazakhs in Kyrgyzstan during the first decade of independence, to analyze its causes,
and to forecast its impact on current ethnodemographic trends. The relevance of this topic lies in the need to
examine how ethnodemographic relations between the two states influence regional stability and cultural
interaction. Furthermore, a scientific analysis of demographic changes during the early years of
independence provides an opportunity to enhance contemporary migration policy and strategies for the
development of interethnic relations.

Materials and Methods. The material basis of the research consists of official data from the national
statistical committees of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Kyrgyz Republic, population census results
(1989, 1999), as well as scholarly articles and open-source materials. In addition, the works of domestic and
foreign scholars, scientific studies, and monographs describing ethnodemographic processes were analyzed.

In the course of the study, comparative-historical and ethnodemographic analysis methods were
applied. The comparative approach made it possible to examine the demographic development of ethnic
groups in both countries, the direction of migration flows, and their correlation with socio-economic
conditions.

During the analysis of ethnodemographic indicators, comparative statistical methods and dynamic
series were used to determine the quantitative characteristics of changes in the ethnic composition. For
gualitative analysis, theoretical concepts describing ethnic identity, migration behavior, and social adaptation
issues were applied.

In this study, the migration systems theory (Mabogunje, 1970: 6) is applied to analyze migration flows
between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. This theory allows these movements to be understood as part of a
regional mobility system, highlighting patterns of labor migration, settlement, and social integration across
borders. In addition, the article comprehensively examines the causes and consequences of the main
demographic trends in the early years of independence and assesses their impact on the current ethno-
demographic situation.
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Discussion. During the research period, ethnodemographic processes in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan
exhibited similar characteristics; however, they also demonstrated distinct features shaped by each country’s
internal socio-economic and political conditions. The collapse of the Soviet system and the transition to
market relations increased social mobility, which, in turn, generated new directions of migration flows.

Despite the disintegration of the Soviet Union, post-Soviet states continued to maintain active
cooperation in the political, economic, and social spheres. Regular interstate meetings contributed to forming
a normative framework that regulated mutual relations among these newly independent countries.

A number of scientific studies were also conducted to explore the causes and consequences of the
Soviet Union’s collapse. For instance, in November—December 1990, a comparative sociological study was
carried out in Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and other
republics. In each republic, 1,000 Russian respondents and 1,000 representatives of the titular nationality
were surveyed. The research involved urban residents aged 16 and older and provided comparative data on
interethnic relations at the end of the Soviet era [Gudkov, 1993: 52]». This describes the ethnodemographic
situation on the eve of the collapse of the Soviet Union, outlining the initial context of interethnic relations
between Kazakhs and Kyrgyz. It can be used to compare the ethnodemographic changes of the first decade
of independence with the interethnic foundations of the late Soviet period.

During the first decade of independence, issues of living standards and regional inequality among
ethnic communities in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan became increasingly evident. At that time, energy and
infrastructural constraints in rural areas also influenced ethnodemographic processes. For example, according
to researchers, «access to modern and clean energy infrastructure such as natural gas pipelines and
centralized heating systems reduces the consumption of solid fuels, especially in rural areas» [Azhgaliyeva et
al., 2021: 410].

In the early years of independence, cross-border relations, the mutual influence of ethnic communities,
and transnational cultural and religious processes in the post-Soviet period were closely interconnected. This
indicates that the ethnic and cultural interaction between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan also extended to the
sphere of religious and social movements. For instance, after the collapse of the USSR, the Tablighi Jama’at
movement became widespread in both Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. Kyrgyz tablighis are described not as
passive recipients of external influence, but rather as transnational actors actively exchanging religious ideas
and social networking practices across borders [Ismailbekova and Nasritdinov, 2012: 177]».

The Kyrgyz population in Kazakhstan is primarily concentrated in the southern regions—Zhambyl,
Almaty, and Turkistan oblasts. In the 1990s, the intensification of cross-border trade and seasonal labor
migration contributed to the stabilization of their demographic presence. However, during this period,
internal migration processes became more dynamic due to economic hardships and urbanization, resulting in
significant changes in the rural-urban distribution of ethnic groups.

The Kazakh population in Kyrgyzstan experienced similar conditions. The majority, residing in the
Chui, Issyk-Kul, and Talas regions, maintained strong kinship and cultural ties with Kazakhstan. While part
of this community repatriated to their historical homeland during the early years of independence, the
remaining groups successfully adapted to the socio-economic environment of Kyrgyz society.

A comparative analysis demonstrates that the key factors influencing the demographic transformation
of ethnic groups in both countries were migration, economic adaptation, national policy, and the revival of
ethnic identity. In Kazakhstan, the inclusive model of ethnic policy promoted civic integration among
diverse groups, whereas in Kyrgyzstan, the emphasis was placed on strengthening national identity. These
demographic dynamics reveal the cultural implications of ethnic transformation processes in the region
[Kuchinke and Ardichvili, 2002: 3]. It also highlights the dynamics of interethnic interaction between the
Kazakh and Kyrgyz communities, including patterns of coexistence, cultural exchange, and integration.
Migration between the two groups affected the ethno-demographic balance by increasing ethnic diversity in
border regions and contributing to labor mobility and social integration.

These differences also influenced ethnodemographic indicators. Although the proportion of ethnic
groups in both countries was relatively equal in the early years of independence, in the following period a
gradual decline was observed in the share of Kyrgyz in Kazakhstan and the number of Kazakhs in
Kyrgyzstan. This trend was largely associated with external migration processes. It also reflects
Kyrgyzstan’s (and, to a lesser extent, Kazakhstan’s) socio-economic dependence, highlighting the
significance of labor migration in the region [Tarr, 2016: 17]. However, in both societies, cultural ties
between ethnic groups have not been interrupted, and kinship-based social and economic relations continue
to persist in the present period.
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Results. The findings of the study indicate that during the first decade of independence, two main
factors influenced the ethnodemographic transformation in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan — migration and
economic adaptation. In the course of this research, we place particular emphasis on these two key factors.

First of all, it is important to mention the new political system of independent states that emerged in
the post-Soviet space between 1991 and 2000 in the form of a Commonwealth. During this period, the
foundation for political and economic relations among the CIS countries was laid, creating opportunities to
address many issues between these newly independent states. Various meetings were held to strengthen
cooperation among post-Soviet countries. For example, on January 22, 1993, at the Council of Heads of
State in Minsk, the Charter of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) was adopted. The Charter
consists of nine sections defining the goals and principles of the CIS, membership, collective security and
military-political cooperation, dispute resolution and conflict prevention, cooperation in economic, social,
and legal spheres, as well as the structure of CIS bodies, inter-parliamentary cooperation, financial
provisions, and general concluding articles. The Charter was established in accordance with international
standards, and from that time on, the political and economic relations of the CIS countries were conducted on
the basis of this document [Modern National History, 2004: 415].

Since 1992, the leaders of Kazakhstan and the Central Asian republics — N. Nazarbayev, |. Karimov,
A. Akaev, S. Niyazov, and E. Rakhmonov — held regular meetings to discuss and address key regional
issues such as resolving the political crisis in Tajikistan, developing economic relations, delimiting borders,
addressing the Aral Sea problem, and strengthening cooperation with international organizations and
neighboring countries. As these relations evolved, in 1997 Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Kyrgyzstan signed a
Treaty of Eternal Friendship and Cooperation, which marked a significant political step [Adambek, 2010:
148]. Most of the political issues between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan were subsequently resolved within the
framework of such bilateral and multilateral agreements.

Migration Process. The dynamics of population growth are directly related to natural increase rather
than migration factors [Murzakhodzhayev, et al., 2025: 169]. The migration process was one of the most
significant factors contributing to changes in the ethnodemographic structure. During the 1990s, both
countries experienced intensified internal and external migration flows, which led to shifts in their ethnic
composition. As the number of European populations emigrating from Kazakhstan to Russia and Germany
declined, the share of Kyrgyz labor migrants arriving from Kyrgyzstan increased. Conversely, in Kyrgyzstan,
economic factors stimulated both temporary and permanent migration abroad—primarily to Russia and
Kazakhstan. These movements had a direct impact on the quantitative proportions of ethnic groups.

The specific features of national policies also influenced the direction of ethnodemographic
transformation. In Kazakhstan, measures aimed at ensuring the legal status of ethnic groups, supporting
cultural development, and promoting language policy contributed to strengthening interethnic stability. In
Kyrgyzstan, priority was given to reinforcing national identity and enhancing the status of the state language,
which affected the level of social adaptation among ethnic communities.

According to the data provided by the Bureau of National Statistics of the Agency for Strategic
Planning and Reforms of the Republic of Kazakhstan in the report «National Composition, Religious Beliefs,
and Language Proficiency in the Republic of Kazakhstan», the number of Kyrgyz who migrated to
Kazakhstan has shown a noticeable increase throughout the years of independence, clearly reflecting a
positive growth trend (Figure 1). Meanwhile, the exact number of Kyrgyz in Kazakhstan and Kazakhs in
Kyrgyzstan as of 1991 is determined based on the last Soviet census conducted in 1989. The next census in
independent Kazakhstan was held only in 1999.

According to the 1989 census, the number of Kyrgyz living in Kazakhstan was 46,700 people, which
accounted for 0.3 percent of the country’s total population [QazStat.kz]. Correspondingly, the number of
Kazakhs in Kyrgyzstan was found to be approximately the same. As shown in the diagram, at the time of the
collapse of the Soviet Union, both the Kyrgyz and Kazakh peoples experienced a process of returning to
their historical homelands. In the subsequent years, as the newly independent states began to stabilize,
migration once again became a significant trend due to emerging economic and social factors.

It should be noted that the data on the number of Kazakhs in Kyrgyzstan were obtained from the
official website of the National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic, while information on the
Kyrgyz population in Kazakhstan was sourced from the Bureau of National Statistics of the Republic of
Kazakhstan.
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Fig. 1. Numerical dynamics of Kazakhs in Kyrgyzstan and Kyrgyz in Kazakhstan.
Note: The diagram was compiled by the author based on open-source data

To gain a deeper understanding of the numerical dynamics of Kazakhs in Kyrgyzstan and Kyrgyz in
Kazakhstan, the diagram also includes data up to the year 2021. However, the primary research period of this
study covers the years 1990-2000. Statistical data illustrate the changes in the population size and
distribution of Kazakhs in Kyrgyzstan and Kyrgyz in Kazakhstan, indicating mutual migration processes and
adaptation trends.

It is well known that the traditional homelands of the Kazakh and Kyrgyz peoples have been located
within a shared ethnographic and geographical space for centuries. Historically, Kazakh tribes and Kyrgyz
communities lived side by side, with their summer and winter pastures situated along the foothills of the
mountains and in the valleys of the Shu, Talas, and Syr Darya rivers. Both nations were part of the Soviet
Union. As history records, during the 1920s-1930s, the Soviet government carried out national delimitation
(territorial division based on ethnicity) in Central Asia. At that time, the borders between the Kazakh ASSR
and the Kyrgyz Autonomous Region were established. Territories historically inhabited by Kazakhs—such
as the areas around Karakol, Tokmak, Talas, Shu, and the northwestern part of Lake Issyk-Kul—were
included within the Kyrgyz autonomy. From our perspective, it can be assumed that the majority of Kazakhs
currently residing in Kyrgyzstan are descendants of those who remained in their ancestral lands after this
territorial division. In the modern legal context, since the official agreement on the state border between
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan was finalized in 2001, this fact now holds only historical significance.

An analysis of the interviews published on Weproject.media under the title «Kyrgyz People in
Kazakhstan: «I Was Born in Kyrgyzstan, but Kazakhstan Has Become My Second Homeland»
(https://weproject.media/kz/articles/detail/aza-standa-y-yr-yzdar-men-yr-yzstanda-tuyldym-bira-aza-stan-
meni-ekinshi-otanyma-aynaldy/) reveals two main reasons behind the migration of Kyrgyz people to
Kazakhstan in the early years of independence. The first and most significant reason was employment
opportunities, while the second was the pursuit of higher education (Figures 2 and 3).
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Fig. 2 and 3. Opinions of Kyrgyz people living in Kazakhstan from open sources
[Weproject.media, 2018]

Figures 2 and 3 illustrate the opinions of representatives of the Kyrgyz diaspora in Kazakhstan
published in open sources, highlighting their patterns of economic and social adaptation. These narratives
provide insights into how individual migration experiences are shaped not only by economic incentives but
also through cultural and familial connections.

Figure 2 features Daniyar, who explains that his parents moved to Kazakhstan in 1996 for business
purposes. They engaged in trade relations with the United Arab Emirates, Pakistan, India, and Turkey.
According to Daniyar, the open market conditions in Kazakhstan, along with the cultural and mental affinity
between Kazakhs and Kyrgyz, facilitated their adaptation and allowed them to conduct business without
major difficulties. This example illustrates how the Kyrgyz diaspora achieved economic adaptation through
trade and entrepreneurial activities.

Figure 3 presents the opinion of a respondent named Nursultan, who notes that his parents came from
the Nookat district of the Osh region and migrated to Kazakhstan in the early 1990s to pursue higher
education. Nursultan’s father had previously studied in Bryansk, but after the collapse of the USSR, he
decided to continue his studies in Kazakhstan. Upon graduation, he started his own business. This example
demonstrates that education and professional self-realization played a crucial role in the migration of Kyrgyz
diaspora representatives to Kazakhstan. It also highlights the importance of professionalism and
entrepreneurship as a natural continuation of individual social mobility and economic adaptation.

Among the respondents was a man named Iskander, who said: «We moved to Almaty in 1997. My
mother is Kazakh, so she wanted to live in Kazakhstan. My mother’s relatives live in Kyzylorda, and my
father’s relatives live in Osh. We decided to live in Almaty because it is located between Kyzylorda and
Osh» [Weproject.media, 2018]. This statement demonstrates that kinship ties also played a significant role
among the reasons for Kyrgyz migration to Kazakhstan.

Economic Adaptation Factors. «Economic adaptation» refers to how ethnic groups responded to
changes in the new market relations and economic systems during the post-independence period, what
directions they adapted to, and what limitations and opportunities they encountered. An analysis of the
adaptation of ethnic Kazakhs and Kyrgyz in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan reveals the significance of several
key factors, including:

— historical and social structure;

— local economic structure and geographical factors;

— transition to market relations and legal-institutional reforms;

— entrepreneurship and individual initiative;
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— access to infrastructure and markets;

— education, skills, and human capital;

— climatic and environmental factors.

The economic adaptation factor determined the position of ethnic groups within the social structure. In
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz people were primarily concentrated in agriculture and private entrepreneurship, whereas
Kazakhs in Kyrgyzstan demonstrated economic activity in trade and livestock farming. The formation of
market relations in both countries required ethnic groups to adapt to the new economic environment.

Economic adaptation for ethnic Kazakhs and Kyrgyz depended on multiple factors, including social
structure, legal changes, market relations, financial opportunities, education, geography, climate, and others.
A comparative analysis of the economic adaptation factors in the two countries (Table 1) shows that in both
contexts, ethnic groups adapted to trade, livestock and crop farming, entrepreneurship, and small business
sectors.

Table 1. A comparative analysis of the economic adaptation factors

Comparison Kyrgyz in Kazakhstan Kazakhs in Kyrgyzstan
Dimension
Agriculture / | Agricultural activities, crop cultivation, | Livestock  farming,  trade,
Livestock gardening, livestock breeding; development | tourism services

of agriculture and farmer initiatives
Trade and Market | Trade between urban and rural areas, | Distribution of goods through

Economy markets, opportunities for re-export markets, use of social networks
for trade

Entrepreneurship /| State programs supporting entrepreneurship; | Small business, services, market

Small Business growth in small business, creative industries, | trade, logistics

and service sectors
State Support and | Legislation, tax incentives, «Oralman» | Legislative and infrastructure

Legislation program, land allocation policies conditions  (limited financial
resources and logistical
challenges)

Financing, Better state support, banking system, project | Limited financial resources,

Microcredit, Start- | grants, and agricultural subsidies intermediary relations in the

up Capital market, reliance on community
capital

Investments in research and development and experimental-design activities have a positive impact on
productivity, innovation, and economic growth [Yussupov et al., 2023: 69]. This finding highlights the
significance of innovative activity in the development of the Kazakhstani economy. The entrepreneurial
adaptation of the Kyrgyz diaspora is realized through the effective utilization of opportunities within this
economic environment.

Regarding state support, it is evident that the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan provides
relatively stronger assistance through legislative optimization, tax incentives, and various subsidies. At the
same time, other limitations and challenges must also be considered. For instance, in regions with limited
resources, land quality, irrigation, and water management systems for crop production are often inadequate.
Transportation costs are high in mountainous and remote areas. Shortages of education and skills further
constrain economic adaptation. The introduction of innovative technologies and the use of marketing tools
are limited. Poor infrastructure also negatively affects economic adaptation. Additionally, environmental
risks, such as droughts and climate change, may act as potential obstacles to economic adjustment.

The economic adaptation of the Kyrgyz diaspora in Kazakhstan is closely aligned with their national
mentality and social values. This adaptation process is characterized by high labor activity and the ability to
adjust to the new economic environment [Bodaukhan and Jusibaliyeva, 2021: 195]. In contrast, the majority
of Kazakhs in Kyrgyzstan are predominantly adapted to agriculture. In Kyrgyzstan, agriculture is not only a
part of the economy but also a way of life for a significant portion of the population. Although the country is
considered agrarian, the agricultural sector has struggled to achieve a stable and sustainable growth trajectory
[Janybekkyzy, 2024].
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Overall, the interaction of these two factors — the economic adaptation strategies of the respective
ethnic groups — shapes the ethnodemographic profile of the populations in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan and
lays the foundation for current ethnic stability and cultural continuity.

Conclusion. The results of this study indicate that during the first decade of independence,
ethnodemographic transformations in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan were closely linked to the social,
economic, and migratory development patterns of the two countries. The economic crisis of the 1990s, the
establishment of market relations, and the intensification of labor migration significantly influenced the
settlement structures of Kazakh and Kyrgyz populations.

The growth of the Kyrgyz diaspora in Kazakhstan was primarily driven by trade, education, and
kinship ties. Their adaptation process was largely realized through economic activity and small-scale
entrepreneurship. The ability of Kyrgyz migrants to adjust to the new environment, respond to market
demands, and strive for social stability enhanced their integrative potential. Cultural and mental affinity also
played an important role in this adaptation process.

In examining the Kazakh population in Kyrgyzstan, it was suggested that the number of Kazakhs in
the country might have been supplemented by those who remained in their ancestral lands but moved to
Kyrgyz territories due to land allocations during the Soviet period. The adaptation process of Kazakhs in
Kyrgyzstan showed trends similar to the economic adjustment of the Kyrgyz in Kazakhstan. They primarily
engaged in agriculture and trade, striving to achieve socio-economic stability. This mutual interaction
reinforced cross-border, economic, and cultural ties between the two countries.

The findings of this study reveal the dynamics of interethnic relations and demographic policy in the
post-Soviet space and can serve as a foundation for future research on the social integration of Kazakh and
Kyrgyz diasporas. For future researchers, it is recommended to continue studying the social, economic, and
cultural adaptation processes of Kazakh and Kyrgyz diasporas in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan post-2000,
highlighting the importance of long-term research on the social integration of ethnic groups. This approach
allows for a better understanding of their societal position and the preservation of their ethnic identity.
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